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For eſtabliſhing the 
MAGDALEN CHARITY. 


T is entirely agreeable to cuſtom, to give our fellow- 
ſubjects a fair opportunity of examining the merits of 
whatever they ſubſcribe to; and indeed the genius, of 
the nation, and the conſtitution of our government, 
require it. I have alſo ſeveral particular reaſons why I 
take this method to offer you theſe thoughts : one of them 
is, that at public meetings, where there is no previous acquaint- 
ance with the ſubject, much time is frequently loſt in fruitleſs en- 
quiries; and debates alſo ariſe, upon what has not been 
at all conſidered. Another reaſon is, that few people are 
: a 2 qua- 


[ ir 


qualified, to judge of the merits of a . at the g ler 
ing, though they may be both able and willing, it you 
give them a fair opportunity. 
As to thoſe who will give pounds, rather than read 
for fifty minutes; or fit! /i hours at cards, and yet complain 
that they have not /e minutes to ſpare, all I ſhall ſay on 
the preſent occaſion is, that we muſt take every man in bis 
| bumur. | 


Iii 


Many of the thoughts which I have now the pleaſure to 
cotnmunicate, are your own, though their dreſs is changed; 
others I have collected from the beſt authorities, nor have I 
been idle in the exerciſe of my own mind. I have digeſted 
the whole; as well as my various avocations and abilities 
Would permit, in ſo _ a time : they are FO INE to * 
correction. 8 

The more I think of the objects of your charity, the more 
I am convinced of the propriety of your deſign; and the 
more zealous I am to — it. The price of a good 
woman is indeed beyond gold ;” one ſenſible modeſt girl is 
worth 2 tay vicious ones: it will therefore be a glo- 


rious 


— 


E 


rious taſk to co-operate with heaven, as far as blind and 
indigent mortals can imitate their Maker, in a work of crea- 
tion as well as redemption ; that is, in making Sad women in- 
to good ones, and by their goodneſs to render them happy | 


£> 


Jam, 


With the moſt fincere efteem, 


June 7. 1758, 


Your moſt obedient, 


Humble ſervant, 


The Annan 
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ANY a thouſand have been flain in battle; many have 
fallen a ſacrifice to cruelty; and, thank God, many are yet 
ready to die, in ſupport of the reputation of that book in 
which it is ſaid, that no formcator, adulterer, or unclean 


perſon ſhall enter into the kingdom of heaven. The words are explicit, and 
| free from ambiguity. Deſtroy the authority of this book, and there is an end 
of the Chriſtian Religion. By the ſame Scripture it is alſo made known to 
us, that if we repent of our ſins, and give timely and ſincere proof of our re- 


pentance, we ſhall be pardoned. Shall the omniſcient God make a law, ang 
; a * 1 w 


* 1 


will men, who pretend to believe in him, be idle ſpectators of the vio- 
lation of it? Or, ſhall he offer conditions of pardon, and we not counte- 


== 


Nance and recommend ſuch conditions ? 
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How fclancholly i is the tion of that chitin country There vaſt 
numbers of the common people have worn off all ſenſe of their religion, 


and adopted notions and cuſtoms which Mahomed would have been aſhamed 
of. Indeed there appears to be ſuch a negle& of this divine prohibition, 
that the word of God ſeems to be 97 no effec. Is there not reaſon to fear from 
hende, that the ſacred. records in general, will grow. into contempt ? _ Is there 
any better authority for Thou ſhalt not murder, than that Thou ſhalt not 
commit adultery? Vice is now become ſo cheap, and the ſpirit of modeſty 
at ſo low an ebb, among the common people, that it is hard to ſay how far 
theſe acts of uncleanneſs may be carried; nor what miſchiefs they may 
produce. As wiſdom begins with the fear of God, the want of this fear has in- 
troduced ſuch ignorance, that many ſeem to have loſt all ſenſe of their duty, 
particularly in this article of incontinency. Let us then 175 if we can pre- 
vent, at leaſt ſome of the calamitous effects of this exceſs, in which both 
the ſexes, and the virtuous as well as the VICIOUS, are too 3 * 


4 4 
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It ſeems to be Aekübwledged, evils the FIN 5 inhabitants of 
London, are more abandoned than their fore-fathers were; and among the 
highet claſſes many refinements in vice, and methods of carrying on the 
Frade of 2 are introduced. to which our anceſtors were ſtrangers. 


ft | Mk $ fob 16 


It is granted, that the ; copia Rte: Bs may be ſubje& to me 
abuſes: but is there a ſingle charity but what is in ſome meaſure actually 
abuſed ? Whoever ſhall argue from hence that there ſhould be no public 


charities, will expoſe himſelf to be ſtoned to death as an enemy to religion 
and 


P 


[i 


and his country. Great refinements are dangerous, and a departure from 
common ſenſe is apt to bewilder mankind, 


@ 


If we conſider the preſent time, and the nature of this charity, more than 
a concurrence of common cauſes ſeem neceſſary to induce us to make the 
atteinpt. Yet it muſt be remembered, that as the miſeries of war awaken 
the mind to a deeper ſenſe of religion, ſo are we called upon by prudence 
and humanity, to think of the means of ſaving as many lives as poſſible. 
To do this in a proper manner, each in his reſpective province, requires 
almoſt as much ſkill and reſolution, as the arduous affairs of war. 


An object of this kind will by no means admit of a languid indifference; 
our honor is concerned in it; for whether we fail for want of induſtry, 
ſkill, or money; whether our laws, or our morals prove unequal to the 
taſk, we ſhall certainly ſuffer the reproach of other nations, as well as 
our own, if we do not carry the deſign through with a becoming ſpirit 


and alacrity. 


I hope we ſhall not be wanting in any point; and if we can ſtop the 
progreſs of diſeaſes, which propagate miſery and deſolation, and rob the 
ſtate of ſuch numbers of ſubjects; if we can check that libertiniſm, the 
peculiar tendency of which is anarchy and confuſion; in a word, if the 
number of proſtitutes can be leſſened, it will almoſt neceſſarily follow, that 
the number of marriages will be encreaſed ; and whilſt marriage is the 
ſource of almoſt every relation that is dear or ſacred, it will be a noble 
taſk to promote the deſign in queſtion, To deliver a number of young 
women, in the prime of their youth and charms, from flavery and pover- 


iy, and prevent their being ſacrificed at the altars of pollution, will not 
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only promote virtue and induſtry, but alſo beauty and ſtrength to defend the 
produce of our labors: it will preſerve us from the ſad effects of thoſe 
impurities, which not only prey on our vitals, but alſo efface the en 


of all moral rectitude. 


Divines and philoſophers are not perfectly agreed how far virtue is 
natural to the ſoul of man; and yet it is confeſſed, that man is by nature 
a reaſonable being, and ſurely reaſon declares againſt whatever we believe 


to be vicious. Whatever name we give to the propen/ity in queſtion, we 


know that nothing unhinges the whole frame, and diſtempers the ſoul 
as well as body, more than giving up ourſelves to an unbounded gratifi- 
cation of this appetite, The expreſs command of God, as 1 have juſt 
obſerved, both in the literal ſenſe, as well as the ſpirit of the chriſtian law, 
is undoubtedly againſt it. Thoſe who preſerve their native modeſty, and 
are not given up to what is emphatically called an impudent mind, will 
ever lament that illegal commerce, which is productive of ſo much miſ- 
chief. And as it is the duty of men, it will ever be their honor, to endevor 
to reſtore things to that order, which the God of nature certainly in- 


tended they ſhould be in, namely that reaſon ſhould prevail over paſſion 


and appetite. 


It has been often debated how far it is adviſeable, ſuppoling it were 


 praQticable, 7efally to ſuppreſs proſtitutes. The ſubject is delicate, and 


will hardly admit of a ſtrict examination. Let it ſuffice that it is, or 
mould be, in the power of the civil magiſtrate, to drive common proſ- 
titutes from the public ſtreets, and remove every dangerous temptation to 
the unwary youth. 

It 


1 * 1 


It is alſo a . notion that in Rome and ſeveral other places, | theſe 
women are licenſed, or tolerated ; and it is true that they are under re- 
gulations, as a part of the police, but not in the manner as is generally 
apprehended. When a woman is detected, or known to live in a ſtate 
of licentiouſneſs, ſhe is ſummoned before a magiſtrate, who declares the 
reaſon of it in theſe terms: 


You are impeached of being guilty of proſtitution, and of making a trade 
of it, If you are inclined to repent, you may be received into the houſe of 
penitents, where you will be properly employed, and taken good care of. If 
you will not accept of this offer, and are detected again, you muſt enter your 
name at the public regiſter as a profiitute, and be ſubjeft to the following re- 
gulations, for the breach of which you will be ſeverely chaſtized. 


1ſt, You ſhall not appear on any account, except in a certain diſtrict (a). 


2dly. You ſhall not refuſe any man who may aſe you, except on ſundays 
or bolydays ; it muſt not be before ſuch an hour, nor after ſuch an hour (6). 


5 zdly. F you live on the ground floor, you are to take but one ſhilling, on 
3 | the firſt floor one ſhilling and fix pence, and on the ſecond two ſhillings (. 


4thly. Nu are to receive but one man at a time to your apartment, un- 
der ſevere penalties, which will be exatted of you upon information. 


q 5thly. Tou are not entitled ta receive any benefit, from any hoſpital or 
9 pariſh. | 

1 {a Places mentioned, Hours mentioned. (<) About this value. 

. | b 2 Ethly. 
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- Gthly. You have no right fo appeal to juſtice for any inſult, or debt, atts 
of cruelty excepted. 


7th] 5 N peer oath Hall not be your except in cafe of FROM or murder. 


8thly. You are not entitled to any aſylum hereafter, except to be * 
fo bard labor. 


| Og You are to be ſubjef to ſuch future laws and regulations, as may be 
+ th made ſe the incorrigible : and, 


| Laſtly. Leu are not entitled to chriſtian burial. 


Some of theſe articles, in a free country, would be thought /hard terms, 
even for a proſtitute : but ſurely a perſon dying in a ſtate of premeditated 
proſtitution, ſeems to forfeit a title to chriſtian burial, Can the burial ſer- 
vice be read over fuch a body? Our dearly beloved ter departed in ſure 
and certain hope of 4 bleſſed reſurrection, ny be conſidered as ſure and 
certain mockery, 


How far the Taliaus adhere to theſe rules, I cannot venture to pro- 
nounce, but this I know is the light in which their civil and eccleſiaſtical 
laws regard open and ſhameleſs proſtitution, It is not effential to my 
preſent purpoſe to confider, how far their inſtitutions are of the mo- 
naſtic kind, nor what zheir practice is: we now mean to fave a number 


of poor helpleſs creatures from periſhing; to remove, ſo far as it's 


effects ſhall extend, one cauſe of the decreaſe, or hindrance of the increaſe of 
| | the 


X111 ] 


the people; to employ theſe women in uſeful labor, and to habituate them 
to a ſober and religious life, 


Of the whole race of Adam, there are ſurely none who ſtand in greater 
need of theſe helps, than theſe unhappy women. I appeal to every diſ- 
paſſionate mind, if there can be greater objects of commiſeration, than 
poor thoughtleſs girls, hurried into ruin by temptations, to which 
they are ſometimes expoſed, againſt their intentions. No girl can help 
being young or handſome, nor are youth and beauty things that the 
poſſeſſors are much inclined to conceal. The impreſſions of religion and 
modeſty go a great way, but if theſe young women are not guarded by 
others, how ill qualified do too many prove in guarding themſelves, when 
they are ſurrounded by ſnares, the moſt artfully and induſtriouſly laid, by 
thoſe who make a trade of warring againſt them. What contrivances will 
not a depraved mind ſuggeſt to accompliſh its end? Where men are en- 
dowed, not only with ſuperior faculties, but with all the advantages which 
education and fortune afford, if they will proſtitute their honor to gratify 
their appetite, many will become their prey. | 


The diſtinctions of fortune, do not alter the rights of mankind, But 
when a man forgets the great law of doing as he would be done by, it is not 
ſurprizing he ſhould debauch his neighbour's daughter, at the very time 
that an offer of marriage with his own, would be deemed the higheſt inſo- 

lence. Such are the inconſiſtencies men fall into! And what ſhall be ſaid 
of thoſe who pretend to Honor and juſtice, and yet, after gratifying their in- 
clinations, expoſe her to every kind of miſery, to whom they profeſſed the 
ſincereſt love. How many men are engaged by promiſes, or by words that 
were underſtood as promiſes which they do not regard? The ofters which 


are 


© 


are too commonly made to tranſport the deluded fair from want, confinement 
and reſiraint of paſſions, to liberty, gaiety and joy, are tem ptations which 
really deſerve compaſſion, When women of education, who are ſuppoſed 
to be the guardians of their own honor, treſpaſs, it is the greater ſhame; 
but the poor and ignorant are leſs guarded againſt ſuch formidable ſeducers, 
It is not enough that ſuch violators of divine laws, muſt expect a day of 
retribution; the virtuous muſt maintain the warfare of life, that where 
iniquity cannot be puniſhed, the effects of it at leaſt may be relieved. 


To examine this ſubject more minutely, let us enquire what the ſtate of 
the major part of theſe young women is after they are ſeduced ? How ſoon 
their golden dreams vaniſh! Abandoned by him who called himſelf her 
lever, now ſporting in her miſery, or at beſt an 7dle ſpetator of it. De- 
ſerted by her friends, who too often think only of the crime. Condemned 
by the world, which generally judges with too much ſeverity, Left to 
ſtruggle with granny, want and ſcorn / What muſt follow? She plunges 
herſelf deeper and deeper into guilt, in her own defence, till poverty, filthi- 
neſt and diſeaſe, ſoon conclude a miſerable lite. 


It is too well known, that this is the caſe with moſt of the proſtitutes 
in theic ſeveral degrees, from thoſe pampered in private ſtews, down 
to the common dregs infeſting our ſtreets; and that the greater part of 
them, having once taken to this dreadful way of life, afterwards ſeek 


diſeaſes and an early death, through mere necęſſicy. 
Every one who conſiders this ſubject muſt ſee, that the ſeeds of virtue 
cannot grow in the breaſts of theſe unhappy women, more than the 


richeſt fruit from the tree which is unpruned and over grown with 
- moſs | 
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moſs! And if they are thus left to prey on the unwary, it is equally 
certain that they will propagate iniquity, and ſpread diſeaſe through a 
great part of both the ſexes, perhaps a much greater part than is ge- 


nerally imagined. 


The utility of this deſign then muſt be apparent. If we afford them the 
means of employment, we ſhall inſtruct ſome in uſeful arts who never learn- 
ed any trade before; we ſhall give others a habit of induſtry, as well as an 
opportunity of reforming their morals: and thus we may reſcue them from 
perdition. 


There is reaſon to believe, that numbers of both ſexes will promote an 
undertaking which muſt at once prove a bleſſing to the common wealth, 
and an honor to human nature. It will do more good, in proportion to the 
expence, than any other charity; for it muſt be conſidered, that the objects 
are in the prime of life, capable of working, and when once this charity is 
eſtabliſned, we may hope to maintain the houſe. Theſe women will not 
want many officers, they will be their own ſervants, and their expences 
will lie in a narrow compaſs, being only ſuch as will ariſe from c/o/bing and 
plain food. Medicines indeed will be neceſſary to ſome, but in general 
it is hoped, that temperance and ſobriety will render them of little uſe. 
Indeed there is the utmoſt reaſon to flatter ourſelves, that many motives 
will concur, to ſtrike the heart, and obtain a liberal contribution for 


this charity. 


There is, I believe, no city in the world where ſuch groſs enormities 


prevail as in this great metropolis. There is an elegancy in vice as well as 


in virtue, and though it is the more 3 in ſome reſpects on this 
account, 


4 
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account, yet ſtill it guards againſt thoſe diſorders to which a brutal pro- 


fligacy expoſes mankind. There is a certain delicacy of manners eſſential 
to good order: and the diſtinctions which the ſexes ſhow to each other is one 
great means of ſupporting that order. But how dreadfully are things tranſ- 
formed with us! We frequently hear thoſe tongues, which the God of na- 
ture deſigned ſhould ſoften the diſtreſſes of human life, and give areliſh to 
its joys, uttering the higheſt indecencies, and the moſt dreadful imprecations ! 
We ought alſo to conſider that theſe young perſons as born in a free country, 
where pure religion is profeſſed ; that many of them educated in the principles 
of virtue; all of them entitled to the protection of men, and moſt aſſuredly 
deſigned, by the wiſe author of nature, as their partners in the ſocial joys 
of life. Now let us turn the glaſs and behold them, the abject ſaves of an 


abandoned procureſs, ſold both body and ſoul for half a crown ! Does not this 


fire the ſoul with indignation ! 


But it is not merely the reaſons we * from the circumſtances of 01; 


we muſt alſo conſider our own. Some of us are called upon by ju/tice and 


equity; others by native generoſity, and their belief in Chriſt. "Thoſe who 
are conſcious to what lengths the ſallies of youth have hurried them, will 
make ſome atonement : retribution is the ſtile of equity ; juſtice and bene- 
volence conſtitute a great part of we character of a gentleman, and a 


man of honor. 


The ſpirit of charity has been ſo eminently diſplayed in theſe cities, for 


ſome years paſt, that this ſeems to be the only obje that has eſcaped us. 
Charities are mutable things; ſome of them, from their very nature, 
ought in all reaſon to decreaſe; for if acts of beneficence do not cre- 


ate Jeſs want, and leſs miſery ; if thoſe who have been relieved once, ſhall 
for 
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| for this and no better reaſon, conclude that they have a right to be relieved | 
again, the mutual bonds of moral obligations, between the rich and poor, 
will be untied and broken; the virtue of the Donor will pervert it's own 
end, and create that very miſery which he intended to prevent. If the vi- 
cious poor were oftener chaſtiſed, and compelled to work, agreeably to the 
great order of providence ; and if the virtuous poor were timely relieved, 
though in a moderate degree; if a conſtant attendance were given, and a 
greater exertion of {kill ſhown in the ceconomy of pariſh affairs, we ſhould 
not find ſuch vaſt ſums expended, ſeemingly in vain. There would not 
be ſuch enormous ſums devoted to charitable purpoſes, and yet our ſtreets, 
abounding with objects, who ate a ſhame to ang and a di — to 
human nature. 


The remedy of theſe evils ſeems now to engage men's thoughts. War 
will teach us vigilance; and it may be expected, that the ſkilful and the ac- 
tive will help to lighten the burthen of the opatent; and enable us to ſupply 


money to . the war. 


To anſwer the objections which are made, I mult take leave to obſerve, 
that every deſign, calculated to ſupport the cauſe of reaſon and religion, 
appears to ſome people as an extravagant attempt; but, upon ſtrict exami- 
nation, the extravagance will be found to conſiſt, in deſerting the intereſt of 
reaſon and religion. A cloſe adherence to ſome political principles, how- 
ever well grounded m obſervation, not only depreciates human nature ex- 
tremely, but alſo betrays us into an opinion, that our very attempts to 
obey the laws of God, in certain inſtances, are romantic and ridiculous. Thus 
we firſt neglet the reverence which is due to human nature, and then 


leave religion and virtue to take care of themſelves. But theſe politi- 
| 8 cians 
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clans ſhould remember, that was there nothing more in view than political 
prudence, with regard to the increaſe of the ſpecies, and the good order of 
the ſtate, there is the utmoſt reaſon to check the progreſs of this baneful 
vice. As matrimony is the ſureſt method of augmenting the number of 
people, and the trueſt cement of civil ſociety, it is ſurely no ſmall object 
to cus abe whoredom, though we know we cannot ſuppreſs it. 


Granting that mankind hy repent more of their Lollies than of their 
ns, and rather wiſh for the means of gratifying their paſſions, than for that 
kind of life which renders virtue moſt eaſy to be acquired: granting all 
this, is it not reaſonable to think, that the eſtabliſhment of a Magda/en- 
Charity will, upon the whole, be productive of good? The. principle of 
introducing young women to a life of piety and indu/iry, who have been 
uſed to a life of ſcandalous impiety, and ſhameleſs 7dleneſs, muſt make ſome 
impreſſions even on their minds, who may not come within the walls of 
this houſe, as well as on thoſe who may become the inhabitants of it, To 
ſuppoſe that any will be the worſe for it, is going a great way: we may as 
well ſuppoſe that men will ſquander their fortunes in hopes of an alms-houſe , 
or break their legs becauſe there are ſurgeons, as that women will become 
proflitutes becauſe the means of labar and repentance will be offered them. 


The religion of Chriſt is diſtinguiſhed by that kind of charity which 
leads us even te die for the ſervice of mankind : it teaches its votaries 70 
be all things, to all men, in hopes of winning "= And it what the pact 


ſays is true: 


« The broadeſt mirth unfeeling folly wears, 
« Leſs pleaſing far than virtues very tears.” 
| Are 


Cs] 


Are all women ſo much more abandoned than nen, when they take to 
evil courſes, as to be deemed irreclaĩmable? Has virtue no charms to capti- 
vate their hearts, or religion no power to create a deteſtation of vice and 
folly? Let thoſe who have examined only the foul corners of the hearts 
or pryed only into the darkeſt ſcenes of iniquity, argue as cogently as 
they pleaſe, even from real facts, they muſt in their turn indulge others, 
who know alſo from experience, that vey is a native ingeniouſneſs in the 
minds of ſome women, who have gone aſtray, that inclines them to wiſh 
for the means of repentance? And ſhall we do nothing to induce them to 
repent ? 


Some of theſe unhappy women, have ſenſe enough to ſee themfelves 
become the faves, the abjef ſlaves of an abandoned bawd ; and is it 
poſſible for them not to vi to be ſet at liberty? If a door is opened 
to them, is it not probable that ſome of them will come in? 


Suppoſe only a tenth part of the proſtitutes in London, are received into the 
Lock Hoſpital, and that only a tenth part of theſe, were to take refuge 
in the Magdalen Houſe, we ſhould be able to do a very eminent ſervice in 
an immediate view, and a ſtill greater good in it's conſequences. Go, and 
ſin no more, was the ſentence of the Savior of mankind, to one who it is 
ſuppoſed was a penitent. We may ſay, come and learn how to repent, You 
have done great miſchief to yourſelf, and others, wwe vill teach you to be 
happy in yourſelf, and to do good to mankind. | 


Thus may we hope, that this Charity will not become a Leck Hoſpital, as 
ſome imagine, nor yet a houſe of Correction. Till the plan is extended, and 
there is an income adequate to the deſign, it ought not to degenerate into 

8 I | an 


1 


an Hoſpital for the aged, or the diflempered; but for ſuch only, who are in 
the prime of life, able and willing to work, and deſirous to give proof of 
their repentance, 5 
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If the noble Lords and Gentlemen, who have taken charge of that hu- 

| mane and political inſtitution, the Lock Heſpiral, will ſhow. a proper regard. 
1 to ſuch objects, as the Magdalen Charity may occaſionally recommend to 
| them; and the Magdalen Charity gives the preference to thoſe whoſe 
" good temper and diſpoſition may be diſcovered, during their cure in the 
| Lock Hoſpital, the difficulty of accompliſhing this work, will every day de- 
creaſe. Humanity in preſerving their health; piety in taking care of their 
ſouls ; policy in promoting uſeful induſtry, will keep pace with that chaxity 
which is ſo well calculated to cure the diſeaſes of theſe unhappy women. 


As to a coercive law to accompliſh a reformation in this great point; ; 

perhaps we might be driven, more or leſs forcib,y, from an abandoned 

profligacy, to a ſerious habit of life; but J queſtion much if it would 

anſwer in the preſent caſe. There are many inconveniences which free-born 

ſubjects will ſubmit to, of their own choice, that the notion of lau would Y 
render inſupportable. If reaſon and religion have any power over the mind, I 
I will be bold to pronounce, that the intended good work, fo far as jt is ex- | 
| tended, may be accompliſhed, without the authority of the civil magiſtrate: 2 
and ſurely no body can pretend to ſay, that this 7s act poſſible, Of what k 


force would human /aws be, to prevent mankind from degenerating into 
a ſpecies of unnatural brutes, was religion, and the perſuaſive calls of 
bumanity quite out of the queſtion ? If theſe poor women who are the 
objects of this charity, are properly reminded that there is a God, and a ſtate 
of rewards for good, and puniſhments for evil actions after death, it will 
| | ſurely 


e a e 


22 


1 255 
2 2 . 
r 3 


p FFP 
EE 3 485 5 "2 


Coles dg 7 Sf . 
8 2 2 . 22 

a. MP TIN : 

n . 


' 


[ a } 


ſurely rouſe the attention of /ſeme of them. I ſay reminded, for I fear many 
of them have, in a great meaſure forgotten, what it may be preſumed, they 


were once taught. 


To ſuppoſe that it is beyond the power of the moſt judicious, and zealous 
divine, to acquaint them of the value of their ſouls, would not be doing 


ſuch honor to the clergy, as they deſerve. If the promoters of this charity, 


are attentive to make a proper choice of a chaplain, and alſo of the objects 
they admit, there is much to be expected from the inſtitution. As the 
deſign is ſo peculiarly calculated to inſpire theſe women with a ſenſe of re- 
ligion, there is reaſon to hope, that many who are the objects of it, will. 
paſs the remainder of their days in ſuch a manner, as to draw down bleſ- 
ſings on the heads of their benefactors, and do them more honor than they 
could derive from the higheſt indulgencies of their paſſions, or from all the. 
parade of life can afford. Let us then proceed cheerfully in the taſk ; the 
more arduous it proves, the greater applauſe will be due to thoſe who 


perform it. 


The genius of this nation leads us to be pleaſed with rovelfy, but it is 


alſo very right when old things are erroneous, or defeCtive, that new ones 


ſhould be countenanced ; remembring at the ſame time, that though we 
think ourſelves ſo much wiſer than many other nations, yet, in this particular, 
we are many years behind ſeveral of them. Motives of policy, as well as a 
ſenſe of moral obligation, have erected many inſtitutions of this kind, and 
they have been ſupported by ſome of the greateſt, and nobleſt minded per- 
ſons of both ſexes, in Traly, France, and Spain, and I believe in ſeveral 


other countries. In Holland they have ſuch an inſtitution, not of the monaſtic. 
| kind, 
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kind, but there are ſome circumſtances in the conduct of this, which do 
not, I think, recommend it as a model (a/. 


To ſay that we countenance vice, becauſe we relieve the vicious, is not 
only falſe in the intention, but alſo in fact. Every one muſt ſee, that in 


reſentment of the groſs enormities committed, the friends to this charity take 
::: hd 


(a) In Holland, they have houſes, called Sperwille houſes, where theſe unfortunate women are placed, 
either by deputies of the ſtate, or by the magiſtrates ; there they are kept quite apart, even at meals ; 
they work, and by that means more than ſupport themſelves, In a year or two, their faces, by the 
natural change of inhabitants in that country, are forgoten as proſtitutes ; and when they have a niind 
to come out, the character they have obtained in that houſe of ſobriety, frugality, and induſtry, is al- 
lowed to be a ſufficient recommendation to any family, But there are often ſtill happier circumſtances 
attend this their ſeemingly unfortunate ſituation : once or twice a year they walk in a kind of gallery, 
and appear, as ſervants do at a ſtatute fair, in the different counties of EAgland. Sailors juſt landed, 
and who have neither time nor inclination for long courtſhip, often marry them; the fates give their 
conſent, and ſometimes a ſmall fortune ; and many perſons, from proſtitutes, have been made joyful 


mothers of children. 


The ſailor looks on his flame as a widow, In a year or two, if they chuſe to ſtay, all ill. natured 
ſtories die : but ſuppoſing they ſhould not, there are, many inſtances of men who have gloried in 
thus ſaving the unfortunate ; and I myſelf, ſays the writer, have heard an honeſt fellow ſay ; let the 
man anſever it to his conſcience who made you diſhoneſt : I have more pleaſure in making you honeſt, than ever 
be Bad in making you otherwiſe. 


Why ſuch a ſcheme ſhould not be ſet about, and brought to perfection in England, I cannot tell, 
Think how many parents, in an hour of kind relenting, might, by theſe means, find out their daugh- 
ters again, which it would tire out the beſt diligence to do in this metropolis. Changing names and 
places of abode renders this impoſſible, and many a poor girl dies in an hoſpital, or a priſon, at the 
very inſtant her friends are in ſearch of her, and willing to bring her home. | 

; | Letter taken from the Citizen, 


„ 
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the moſt effectual method to recover thoſe who are enthralled, loſt and un- 


done. The law of God; zeal for liberty; the love of our country, and 


the duty we owe to our fellow-creatures, call on us to try the experiment, 
what can be done for their ſervice. We all know what great difficulties 
theſe unhappy women labor under, and how important our aſſiſtance may 
be to ſuch as would repent, if they knew how to obtain, were it only a 


bare ſupport. 


To urge that they are ſelf-puniſhers ; that their miſery is the effect of their 
own folly; and that they may fleep in the bed which they have made, would 
be ſubſcribing to our own condemnation. We are all ſinful, and our world- 
ly misfortunes, as well as our ſpiritual diſtreſſes, generally ariſe from our 
own weakneſs or perverſe inclinations; and if no ſuccor is to be afforded 


in ſuch diſtreſs, when is it to be afforded ? Does not this doctrine deſtroy 


all the diſtinctions which religion and humanity have made? Let us there- 


fore determine to inſure the ſucceſs of this buſineſs, by every means in our 


power; and by the help of God, reſolve to conquer all difficulties, not 
frighten ourſelves by talking of them ; or diſplaying our ww” in writing 


pamphlets. 


Aſter all that can be ſaid, much will depend on the piety, the vigilance, 
the moderation and good ſenſe of the governors, who are appointed as a 
committee to conduct this buſineſs, and not leſs on the integrity and abilities 


of the officers who act under them. Every precaution muſt be uſed : any 
eſſential failure in the conduct of this enterprize, at firſt ſetting out, may 
be irretrievable. The officers ſhould be men capable of making reflections 


on their own Experience, and of furniſhing ſuch hints as they may draw 
from 


[ N ] 


from their own obſervation, to eder the plan complete: bur! it * not 
to be expected that the 2882 can ee at once. 


2 7 
It is not at all ee that ah ſhould ſce ſome ridicule prevail ; in- 
deed we may obſerye, in honor to the good ſenſe of this nation, that 
there has not been much wit diſplayed on the occaſion. The difficulty that 
ariſes in ſome ſerious minds, from a ſuppoſition that ene and debauchery 
are habits not to be ſubdued by a ſimple, regular, and laborious life, is an 
argument which proves too much; for, in fact, it is ſaying, theſe habits 
cannot be ſubdued at all. I hope we ſhall ſoon convince them of their 
miſtake. Thoſe who argue againſt this charity from an opinion, that al- 
though whoredom is confeſſedly productive of much miſchief, yet that it is a 
neceſſary evil, will, upon mature reflexion, learn, even from their own prin- 
eiples, if they can find none better, to draw concluſions in favor of ſo hu- 


mane and benevolent an undertaking. 


It muſt be acknowledged, that it is more eaſy to prevent than to cure a 
diſeaſe, yet it does not follow that ſuch cure is to be neglected. 
When the propoſition was firſt made or an eſtabliſiment of Charity- Houſes for 
fJriendleſs girls and repenting proſtitutes, they were very juſtly diſtinguiſhed 
as two diſtinct” objects: and for as much as the denomination of friend- 
leſs girls might take in vaſt crowds, from every part of the kingdom, the 
ſupport of which no private ſubſcription could compaſs, the propoſal re- 
quired much confideration. It alſo appeared, that if the overſeers of pariſh 
work-houſes, and the guardians of- charity-ſchools were to do their duty 
effectually, and employ all young perſons, within their juriſdiction, in uſeful. 
labor, there could be no occaſion for any ſuch new inſtitution; therefore 

t it 
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it was reſolved to purſue the plan for the relief of thoſe unhappy women, 
for whom no proviſion has been yet made, 


On the other hand it is very apparent, that there are in this great 
metropolis, a number of young girls, whom no pariſh, or ſchool, takes any cog- 
nizance of, and who can hardly avoid becoming the prey of /u/?, diſeaſe 


or miſery, Theſe are now propoſed to be taken under the care of a ſo- 


ciety of noblemen and gentlemen ; the houſe, intended for the reception 
of theſe young creatures, is called the afy/um, ſituated in the ſouth-weſt 


part of the town; and it is to be preſumed, that this aſylum will be managed 
in ſo judicious a manner, as to ſerve as an example to pariſh officers, and 


a guide to the guardians of charity-ſchools, throughout this kingdom. If 


it happens ſo, it mult operate in a great meaſure to the end in view: and if 


a proper proviſion is not yet made for the relief of vagabond children, it may 
lead to the enacting ſome law for this purpoſe. 


The Society for conducting the Magdalen-Charity intend, if it ſhould 
be found uſeful and expedient, to purſue. the young orphan plan alſo, in 
the eaſtern quarters of the town, agreeably to their original dehgn ; but, like 
able generals, they mean to attempt the more arduous tatk firſt, a taſk indeed 
by far the moſt difficult, and which will require ſtill greater vigilance and 
circumſpection: the probability of ſucceſs is, however, on their ſide, and it 


would by no means conſiſt with their zeal and piety to relax in their endevors. 


Taugivers and mogiſlrates have at all times ſuppoſed, that the fear of 
death or confinement; of compulſive labor, or corporal correction, would 
either awe tlie wicked, and prevent iniquity; or that the actual ſuffering 
of theſe ſeverities, would referm all groſs enormities. But it is a 

* fact 
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fact too well known, that the abuſe of bouſes of correction is carried to 
that pitch, with us, as to render them houſes of corruption, not of reformation. 

What then is to be done, but, with a true galantry of ſpirit, to endexor 
to reſcue theſe unhappy women from®favery, diſeaſe and miſery; from 
| being vicious in themſelves, and the cauſe of vice in others? Let us try 
a different kind of treatment, ſuch as will at once render them uſeful to the 
community, and happy in themſelves ; which may reſtore them to the arms 
of their afflicted parents, and render them a comfort to their relations and 
friends. If we are more watchful to guard the laws of God, it may alſo recover 
us to our obedience to legiflative authority, which has long been at a low 
ebb among the common people. May theſe be the happy fruits of the 
Magdalen Charity ! 3 


It is certain, that rods were made for the backs of fools ; but it is alſo cer- 
tain, that ſeverity to ſome kinds of folly, brings on greater evils than it 
cures. Liberty and virtue are twin-born, and deſcended from heaven at 
the ſame time. The bleſſings which /berty beſtows on mankind, can be 
enjoyed no longer than we offer our devotion at the ſhrine of virtue: but 
if once we totally neglect or deſpiſe virtue, not even the ſmiles and favor of 
princes are half ſo precarious as liberty, 


If proſtitution were puniſhed with death, ſhould we not think it ty- 
ranny ? Yet if the laws already in force are found to be ineffectual, 
it is much to be wiſhed, that ſome new law were made, provided it 
be ſo well digeſted, as to ſteer betwixt the extremes of l/enity 
and ſeverity, We have been lately favored with 4 propoſal from a 
magiſtrate of great probity, experience, and good ſenſe, and a zealous lover 
of 
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of his country: his plan is to remove the nuiſance of common froſtitutes, from 
the Areets of this metropolis ; to prevent the innocent from being ſeduced ; to 
provide a maintenance for thoſe who are willing to forſake a bad courſe of life ; 
and to maintain and educate the orphans of the poor (a). Theſe are great objects 
indeed, and happy were it if the wiſdom of the legiſlature, in addition to 
the many laws in force, at leaſt in being, could accompliſh the end pro- 
poſed. I do not mean to offer a ſingle reaſon, why this point ſhould not 
be labored with the utmoſt attention ; I wiſh with all my heart, that ſome- 
thing were done in this way; nay more, I think ſomething muſt be done : 
and yet the remedy againſt proſtitution is one of thoſe circumſtances, which 
depends more on the virtue of individuals, than on the power of the legi- 
ſlature. Theſe works of ſatan muſt be fr/# undermined, and a breach made 
in them, before they can be taken by /torm. 


The ſcheme now before us, in favor of penitent proſtitutes, it is to be 
preſumed will in time weaken the influence even of the 7z;penitent ; and let 
the number of penitents be ever ſo ſmall, it will leſſen the number of pro- 
ſtitutes in general. As an addition to the /abors of the pulpit, and in oppo- 

ſition to the labors of moſt dramatic writers, we may alſo give ſome proof 
that laymen, as well as the clergy, are intereſted in the great cauſe of reli- 
gion, We ſhall alſo convince the world, that we know our intereſt too 
well as politicians, to neglect any means of preſerving the lives of our fel- 
low ſubjects, or of promoting uſeful induſtry. 


(a ) See Mr. W://'s propoſal, fold by Henderſon under the Royal-Exchange. This gentleman 
ſhows a very ſincere deteſtation of the exceſſes to which the preſent licentiouſneſs is carried, and 
propoſes a remedy for them. Rather than go on, as we do, we muſl try how ſuch remedy will ope- 


rate, for though in curing the patient, we muſt take care of the conflitution, deſperate diſeaſes require 


deſperate remedies. 


d 23 To 
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To ſhow an anxious concern for the immortal happineſs of our 
fellow-creatures ; or a pious reſentment of the diſtreſſes of the female peni- 
tent, will ſurely never create impenitence: it will never render the evil we 
mean to cure, more fatal; this is not conſiſtent with any common prin- 


ciple. We are indeed the moſt 7ngeniouſly iniguitous of any nation under 


the cope of heaven, to abuſe and fruſtrate the good intentions of ſalutary 


laws, and pious inſtitutions ; yet J cannot think we are ſo loſt, ſo utterly 


abandoned, as to riſe up in arms againſt this ſcheme. Can we in common 
' ſenſe ſuppoſe, that we ſhall ſtrengthen our enemies by dividing their forces; 
or ſucceed the leſs in battle, by uſing new engines of war, hitherto un- 
practiſed, when the c method of fighting has been found fo ineffeRual ? 
1 am therefore conſtant in my opinion, to purſue the plan before us, and 
try the effects of it, with inflexible conſtancy; if the thing is practicable, I 
am as fully perſuaded, that we ſhall be well ſupported. Let us ſhew the ut- 
moſt care and attention, and commence the project in ſuch a manner, as if 
we were ſure it would ſucceed. No body doubts of the ſincerity of thoſe 
who undertake it, and I hope they will give proof, of their being maſters of 
ſo much good ſenſe, and inclination to unite in opinion, that the object will 
not prove too great for their abilities. In this confidence I will proceed 


to deliver my thoughts on the ſubject. 
June 13, 1758. 
eee ee T7 


IN CE writing the above, I have received an anonymous letter, from an 
8 ingenious and political correſpondent, to whom I am much indebted, and now 
acknowledge my obligation. The thought is not new to me, as will be ſeen in theſe 

pages, but there are ſome new lights thrown upon it. If the legiſlature can con- 


ſiſtently do it, I know of nothing which would tend more to weaken the force of 
| that 
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that illegal authority which bawds exerciſe over harlots, than to prevent their abuſing 
the laws. To do juſtice to my W I will quote part of the letter. 


It runs thus : 


_— 


« You mult be ſenſible, that the ruin of many of the girls now about the town, 
is owing to the infernal arts of the keepers of bawdy-houſes, who by ſome means 
or other contrive to have young women run into their debt for lodging, diet, 
clothes, &c. and then, by the terror of that debt, and the conſequences of it, 
impriſonment, &c. hanging over them, force them to ſubmit to their hel- 
liſh deſigns, to the ruin of their fouls and bodies. Now, Sir, might not the 
law in this reſpect (for a hint of this kind inſerted in ſome of your propoſals may, 
perhaps, gain the attention of perſons able to effect ſuch an alteration of this 


point of law :) might not the Jaw be ſo contrived, I ſay, as to afford ſome ſhel- 


ter and relief; to open ſome room for theſe unhappy creatures to eſcape from 
their utter ruin ? As it is at preſent, the name of the law is the great engine of 
debauchery and deſtruction, which theſe deviliſh wretches, the bawds, make 


uſe of, It is propoſed to your, and ſome of your friends conſideration, how 


the law might be altered in this point. A gaming-debt is not recoverable by 
law: why . ſhould not a clauſe of an act of parliament be formed, enacting that 
ſuch a debt as this, contracted in ſuch a place, and in ſuch a manner, ſhould al- 
ſo not be recoverable by the bawd, or other perſon concerned in the wicked 
ſcheme ; a ſcheme ſo much more wicked than that of a common gameſter ? 
In Rome, no proſtitutes can recover debts, it is ſaid : why ſhould bawds be 
able to recover ſuch debts here? 
« May heaven put it into your mind, how beſt to act in this matter; in judging 
of this point yourſelf, and in 2 your thoughts to others, with all poſſible 
ſuccels.” | 


What, alas, is to be done? What can be done ? If theſe girls are ſo mad to give 
themſelves up as /aves to tyrannical miſtreſſes, by running in debt to them, who 
can help them? And yet it is a great reproach to us, to ſuffer one ſubject thus to prey 
| | on 


E r 3 


on another ! It is a leſs crime againſt God, and the fate, to take a purſe, than 
for a bawd, to enſnare a poor girl firſt, and then plunge her into priſon for 
a debt, for which, perhaps, there has been no valuable conſideration : nay it often 
happens, that ſhe has been paid ten times over for what ſhe has ſupplied the 
girl wich. Suppoſe a law were made, that debts contracted in notorious bawady- houſes, 
ſhould be conſidered as debts contracted at play: this might check, though not 
prevent ſuch /awleſs practices, under the ſanction of the Jaws. I think fome- 
thing may, and ought to be done ; but it requires ſuperior abilities to mine, 
to determine exactly what that ſhould be.— I would recommend to every poor 
girl, under the claw of theſe vicegerents of Lucifer, to keep an account, as 
near as ſhe can, what her miſtreſs receives for her pernicious ſervices, and I fancy the 
balance will be in favor of the harlot, upon every demand. And, for the ſame rea- 
ſon, that when rogues fall out, honeſt men come to their right, ſome civil feuds 
amongſt this lawleſs tribe, who are at war with juſtice, modeſty, health, and prudence, 
may be a means of teaching us what is beſt to be done, to curb their licientiouſ- 
eſs, at the ſame time that it may prevent the cruelty of bawds. And if 
ſome officers, whoſe duty it is, were to do Zheir duty in a proper manner, the 
bawd, inſtead of being countenanced and protected, would have no power to 
Purſue her trade, much leſs to proſecute for debts which are not ſtrictly due. 


To this purpoſe I have lately met with ſome remarks, (a) which deſerve the moſt 
ſerious attention; if they are true, as I fear they are, where is law or religion? 


* ſhould be glad to be informed, Sir, ſays the author, for it is at preſent a mat- 
ter of doubt with me, whether or no bailffs and their followers have any particular 
licence or privilege for keeping public, notorious bawdy-houſes ? I am aſſured by 
ſome perſons, who have the beſt intelligence of theſe matters, that there are near 
forty brothels kept by ſuch perſons, in and near the pariſhes of S. Paul's Covent- 
Garden, St. Martin's, and St. James's; where, if a tradeſman, or other reputable 
perſon, chance to ſtroll, in his cups, he is made the greateſt property of. Whether 

"_ | he 
(a) Congratulatory epiſtle from a reſormed rake, to ]. Fg. E/; ſold by Burnet at Temple Bar. 
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he drinks or no, a bowl is immediately circulated, and if he chance 'to ſleep till 
morning, as perhaps he may, he finds a reckoning of four or five pounds to diſ- 
charge ; though not a tenth part of the liquor charged, even at their extortionary 


price, has been drank. If he does not pay it, he will be arreſted and expoſed ; there- 


fore he prefers the impoſition, and the rogues triumph. 


Theſe miſcreants are conſtantly enquiring after pretty girls that are a little in debt, 
and if they can contrive to buy up their notes, perhaps at a crown in the pound, 
they arreſt them, detain them at their houſe in quality of a ſpunging-houſe, and make 
their property of them. The debt, perhaps of two or three pounds, ſtill remains 
if they were to earn them a hundred pounds; ſo that they are never after, out of 
their clutches, till they are rotten and unfit for ſervice, when they are caſt into the 
ſtreets, and become real objects for a reformatory. 


The melancholly end of a beautiful young gentlewoman, who was lately trepan- 
ned into one of theſe houſes, not many miles from James ſtreet in the Hay-markedt, 
has given me ſuch a deteſtation of them, that it was with the greateſt mortification, 
Sir, I learnt that the peace-officers, in their late ſearch in edge lane, never once 
thought of James-ſtreet, fo near, and fo notorious to every paſſenger. 


This unhappy girl had the misfortune to be debauched by an officer quartered at 
Cuildford, where her parents lived in reputation, and being an only child, had ſpared 
no pains in cultivating thoſe advantages nature had beſtowed on her. The affair 
being, as uſual in country places, made the talk of the town, ſhame and remorſe 
drove her from her father's houſe, who, overwhelmed with grief, did not long ſur- 
vive her loſs. She came to London in company with a girl under the like circum- 
ſtances, in hopes, by changing the ſcene, to bury in oblivion her paſt misfortune. — 
But, alas! inſtead of a genteel ſervice, which ſhe was recommended to, ſhe too 
late found herſelf in the hands of a notorious bawd : if ſhe bewailed her misfortune, 
or mentioned returning to her unhappy parents, writs and a goal were the threatned 

| | conſequen- 
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conſequences —The fear of which obliged her to proſtitute herſelf to every cuſtomer, 


who, from the beauty of her perſon, were too numerous.—The diſtemper ſhe caught 


theſe infernal wretches would not ſuffer to be properly cured, till by loads of mer- 
cury they ended her life, and their own gains, in the 18th year of her age, and third 
year of her bondage. | 


Theſe, Sir, are the neſts of debauchery and villany, which, whether a Magdalen- 
Charity takes place, or no, ſhould be immediately exterminated. If low bawdy- 
houſes are nuiſances to ſociety, the more elevated ones are its bane. 


Image to yourſelf, Sir, a ſon — heir of all your hopes and fortune—perhaps ſtill 
a ſtripling—decoyed into one of theſe houſes, where all the allurements of a harlot 
are practiſed to perfection. All her demands are agreed to. Unable to fulfil 
them, what courſe may he not take? His health deſtroyed—his life, every way, 


endangered— If he falls not by the ill-adminiſtered medicine, what can ſecure him 


from a more ignominious death? -A failure of ſupply converts his miſtreſs to his 
firſt accuſer! A perſeverance in his illegal practices, renders his fate inevitable! 


Or paint to yourſelf the agonies of a parent, whoſe daughter is decoyed by the 
baſe treachery of an execrable bawd, who feeling the pulſe of her paſſions, pro- 
miſes the utmoſt gratification of ſuch as predominate. See her languiſhing under 
all the inveteracy of venereal complaints — ſtill at the nod of every wretch that 
can command the price fixed upon her by her ſovereign. Now unable to ſupport 
the inordinacy of her diforder, and no longer fit for ſervile proſtitution, ſhe is ex- 
pelled the ſeminary. Infamy, miſery, and maladies ſurround her ! | 


Theſe, Sir, are pictures after real life, and whoever takes the trouble of com- 
paring them with the originals, will find there is not a feature outree.” 
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RULES and REGULATIONS * 


FOR A 


MAGDALEN CHARITY. 


AO ſum up what has been ſaid, we are to conſider the great important 
: objects of the propoſed charity. | | 


1. To induce women, who have lived as proſtitutes, to forſake their evil 


courſe of life. 


2. To open a retreat for them, where they may paſs their time in comfort and 
ſafety, under no other confinement than ſuch as ſhall be abſolutely neceſſary for 
their own preſervation, and what they ſhall themſelves have voluntarily conſented 


to, without any legal power. 


3. To employ them in the moſt uſeful manner, both for themſelves and the 
community, and by rendering them pious, induſtrious, and frugal, prepare them 


for a comfortable ſettlement in the world. 


4. To eſtabliſh ſuch regulations and ceconomy as ſhall at once ſeclude them 
for a proper time from any evil communication, and to give them ſuch habits as 
ſhall recommend them to the ſober part of mankind. 


5. To treat them with ſuch regard and civility, as ſhall convince them that 
nothing more is meant than their own happineſs; and yet to avoid ſhowing any 


ſuch indulgence as ſhall tempt the evil-minded to abuſe the charity, or which may 
A 5 diſqualiſy 
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diſqualify thoſe who are really penitent, from procuring a maintenance by virtuous 


induſtry when they ſhall return into the world. 


6. To diſmiſs them whenever it ſhall appear for their ſervice; but not till they 
ſhall have acquired ſuch habits as promiſe fair to ſecure them from the fatal effects 
of idleneſs; and after they ſhall have entitled themſelves to ſuch a certificate of 


their good behaviour, as will recommend them to uſeful and reputable employments. 


7: To appropriate ſuch a are of the produce of their induſtry to them, with 
the addition of ſuch other bounty, as ſhall be thought due to their merit, thy 


enable them to live with honor and reputation. 


8. To conduct this charity in ſuch a manner, that it ſhall be conſidered as a 


very high favor to be accepted, and conſequently totally inconſiſtent with the- 


notion "of impriſonment. This will ſubdue the difficulty as to Law; ſince it is 
reaſonable to conclude, that it will be hard to diſtinguiſh between a Houſe of legal 
and conſtrained Confinement, and a Houſe of Correfion. : | 


1 $#4tt therefore proceed to deliver my thoughts on the kind of Place; the 
Officers z Regulations; Objects to be admitted; Labor, and domeſtic Oeconomy * 
to the eſtabliſnment and ſupport of this charity. 


as 2: I. Of the Hovss, 


2 is to be wiſhed, that a hes and commodious building could be erekledd. 
ſituated near the town, on a wholeſome ſoil, with an ample garden incloſed: 


but this would require ſo much time, even if we had money for it, that we might 
loſe ſight of the object; therefore we muſt content ourſelves till hereafter with 


that we have, when we may purſue a greater plan; and the more as that in Good- 
man's-fielas * is ſo ſituated, as to enjoy ſpace, air, and privacy, at a moderate 


. ec and does not require much coſt in many it up. 
iN II. Name 


* Tris houſe is taken and will cantain. near one hundred beds, with proper working-rooms, a large 


encies ; 


2 


court - room, in which divine ſervice will be performed, a laundry, a garden, an area, and other conveni- 
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II. Name of the 1808. _ 
A houſe for the uſe of Nepeming Proftitites' is the defign; and we muſt not 

refine too much upon the name, leſt we ſhould loſe the ſubſtance or the inſti- 
tution; nor ought we, on the other hand, 8 makes too 4 mention of the 
word Praſtitute; for in good truth, ſhe Who forſakes her evil courſe of life, 
is no longer the perſon ſhe was. The good Mary Magdalen, whoſe ſtory is re- 
corded for our inſtruction, ſtill preſerved her name, though ſhe forſook her 
ſins; for the ſame reaſon, thoſe who may now forſake their iniquities, will think 
it no impropriety to call this the Magdalen Charity-houſe. _ 


III. The GovzRNMRNT. n 4A 


Tux very eſſence of this charity, as indeed of moſt others, will depend on the 
vigilance and attention of thoſe who are charged with the care of it; and there- 
fore it ſhould be the firſt object to ſelect a number of proper perſons, men of 
buſineſs, zeal, and piety, ſuch however as are not too deeply immerſed in buſineſs, 
not men of narrow minds, nor ſuch as move in a very contracted | phere. 


Tuis Society ſhould conſiſt of 


A PRESIDENT. 
Four Vict-PrEsIDENTS. 


A TREASURER. 


| A 
encies ; ſo that there is reaſon to believe, it will anſwer the purpoſe for a beginning, without falling under 
the imputation of ſetting out with contracted views of things belonging tothe public, which is often practiſed, 
as if the nation was to be extinct in a few years. This is frequently the ſecret cauſe why we do not en- 
large our ideas, when the merit of the object requires it; but, in this caſe, we muſt ry the experi- 
nent, that we may purſue the deſign with the more advantage hereafter. The proper eſtabliſhment 
Joined to a proof of the utility, will be the ſureſt recommendation of this charity to the public ; and 
experience will point out on what plan a future building ſhall be compoſed. It is highly probable, 

that it will be found adviſeable hereafter to have more than one hoſpital, and where there are proper 
perſons to take charge of it, the principal hoſpital may be at ſome diſtance from the metropolis. 


* 


-M =” 


A GENERAL Counr. 
A GENERAI. 2 — 4 Twenty-one. 


A SUB-COMMITTEE. 
Governors in general, 
A CHAPLAIN, 

LE A Marzon. = 
An Assis TAN T-MarRox. 
A PnvsIcian. 

A SURGEON. 

Ax AroTHECARY. 
A STEWARD, 

A SECRETARY, 

A PorTER. 


A MxssENGER. 


Arr theſe to be elected by Ballot“. 


As this is an enterpriſe of fo delicate a nature, great care muſt be taken not. 
only to avoid the reality, but even the appearance of indiſcretion ; for this rea- 
ſon every one of theſe Officers ought to be perſons of the moſt unblemiſhed cha- 


raters; men who have the fear of God before their eyes; and it is highly pro- 
l per 


» Heng I cannot help remarking how frequently the public intereſt is ſacrificed to that very Liberty 
which is the idol of our worſhip. From the deſire of providing for the Needy, and the followers of 
our fortunes, not only the object purſued is oftentimes made a prey to idleneſs or ignorance, but our 

Equals and beft Friends, who purpoſe to direct the bufineſs, for which the officer is choſen, are for. 

gotten or neglected, and left to ſtruggle through a thouſand difficulties for want of good and able ſer 

vants. As this ſcheme is intended to prevent Prefitation, J hope there will be no Preftituticn of Vote, 


* 


to any ſuch falſe charity, or little or mean purpoſe. 
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per that time and experience ſhall have zamed their paſſions, and rendered them 


ſubſervient to their reaſon, - And even under theſe circumſtances the greateſt 
care is neceſlary. 


IV. Of Goviinous in general. 


1. A SUBSCRIPTION of twenty guineas ſnall be a qualification of a Governor 
for life. | 


2. Ax annual ſubſcription of five guineas ſhall be a qualification of a Go- 
vernor for that year; which ſubſcription, when it ſhall amount to twenty-five 


guineas, ſhall be a qualification for life. 


3. Every Lady ſubferibing as above, ſhall be entitled to vote either perſo- 
nally, or by proxy, provided the proxy be brought by a Governor. 


4. ALL Corporations, Communities, Societies, and Partnerſhips, ſubſcribing 
as aforeſaid, may vote by proxy as above-mentioned, each Corporation, Com- 
munity, Society, or Partnerſhip, having only one vote in any election. 


5. No Governor ſhall be poſſeſſed of more than one proxy; if the numbers of 
voters are equal, the Chairman ſhall have the caſting vote. 


6. Ir the deſign ſucceeds, and promiſes great ſervice to the Commonwealth, 
to apply to the Crown for a Charter to incorporate this Society. 


V. Of the PRE SID ENT. 


Her ſhould be a perſon eminent in rank and fortune, as well as diſtin- 
guiſhed for piety, and ſometimes ſhow his countenance by his attendance. 


VI. Four V:ct-PresIDENTS. 


Tre ſame regard ſhall be had in the choice of them as of the Preſident 
and if ſome of them are Nobles, it will give the greater weight and dignity to 


the undertaking. 


141 


VII. Of tte Tk dvtnns; 


1. He ſhall be a man of fortune and character in the city, ho may ah 


weight to obtain Subſcriptions by perſonal applications, as occaſions may 
offer, and who will attend the Committees. 


2. In the abſence of 4 Preſident Re Vice-Preſidents, he ſhall take the Chair. 
But in his abſence a Chairman ſhall be choſen for the Day. 


3. He is to receive all benefactions whatſoever, from the hands of the gover- 
nors or officers of the houſe, who ſhall occaſionally receive or collect the ſame; 
and he ſhall pay all ſums ſo received into the hands of a Banker or Bankers, 


4. WHATEVER monies he ſhall have occaſion for from time to time, for the 


uſe of this ſociety, ſhall be impreſſed to him by draughts on the Bank, or 


Bankers; which draughts ſhall be ſigned by three of the Committee, and a 
counterpart thereof ſhall be kept in a book, viz. of the dates, Ne, and ſum of 
the Note; which ſhall be alſo ſigned by the ſaid three perſons, the Secretary pre- 


viouſly declaring, to the Committee, what money is wanted. 


3. He is to keep accounts with the Bank or Bankers, and to account annu- 
ally with the Society, in a caſh-book to be kept for that purpoſe. 


VIII. The GENERAL CovurTs ordinary and annual. 


1. Tur ordinary General Courts ſhall conſiſt of at leaſt twelve Governors. 
The Preſident, or Vice-Preſident firſt named in the lift -of Vice-Preſidents, 
(who, to avoid diſtinftions, ſhall be ranged in alphabetical order by the ini- 
tial letters of their ſurnames) is to preſide, and keep order. He is to explain 
the buſineſs of the Aſſembly ; to put queſtions; and, if required, to put ſuch 


In caſe of an equality of voices, he ſhall have 


queſtions to the vote, by ballot. 


a caſting vote himſelf, 
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2. Tur ordinary General Courts, ſhall be quarterly, viz. on the ſecond Hedneſday 
in January, the ſecond in April, the ſecond in ly, and the ſecond in Ofober ; 
at which times the Governors ſhall be informed of the ſtate of the Charity, 
and the ſeveral books of admiſſion and diſmiſſion, and all others ſhall be laid 
before them. 


3. Taz Secretary ſhall inform the Preſident, Vice-Preſidents, Treaſurer, and 
Governors, when the ordinary and annual General Courts are held ; the ſame 
ſhall be alſo mentioned once in the Daily and Public Advertiſers. 


4. Tur annual General Court ſhall be on the laſt Yedneſday in April, at which 
time the Officers ſhall be choſen. | 


5. ALL the Rules, Regulations, and Improvements of this inſtitution, together 
with all books of accounts relating to it, and the general ſtate of the account, 
ſhall be laid before the Governors at the annual General Court. 


IX. The GENERAL CoMmMITTEE. 


1. Tais Committee ſhall conſiſt of twenty-one, five of whom ſhall conſtitute 


a quorum, and the Preſident, Vice-Prefidents, and Treaſurer are always of this 
General Committee. 


2. Tazy ſhall meet every Wedneſday in the afternoon at five o'clock. 


8 Tnzr ſhall not divulge any thing relating to the perſons or characters of 
the women who are admitted, nor of their family, nor of the perſons who de- 


bauched them, if this ſhould come out in the accounts they may give of them- 
ſelves. N. B. No enquiry ſhall be made into any ſuch circumſtance. 


4. No member of this Committee ſhall be intereſted, in a pecuniary way, di- 
rely or indirectly, in any buſineſs, matter, or thing, in the department of 


the ſaid Committee. Therefore it is expected, if any perſon is choſen, who ap- 


prehends himſelf to be intereſted, that he will decline accepting the truſt, 
1 5 
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5. Taz above Article is not underſtood to exclude any perſon who becomes a 
Governor by his voluntary bounty, from ſupplying whatever may be wanted in 
his way of buſineſs, provided he does it to the ſatisfaction of the Committee, and 


upon as good terms as any other perſon offers to do it. 


6. Wan there is any particular buſineſs, the ſame ſhall be expreſſed in the 
ſummons, and firſt entered upon, and determined, before any other buſineſs is 


propoſed. 


7. Tur Committee ſhall have power to receive and diſmiſs the perſons ad- 
mitted ; inſpect the clothing, furniture, and proviſions, to ſee that they be 
all good and cheap of their kind. | | 


8. Tarr ſhall give orders concerning the manner in which the perſons ad- 
"mitted ſhall be employed, in the moſt proper and advantageous way. 


9. THey ſhall provide ſuch conveniences as are wanting from time to time. 


10. Tuxy ſhall examine into the conduct of all the Officers, and give them 
ſuch orders as the occaſion may require; and in caſe they ſee ſufficient cauſe, 
to ſuſpend or diſcharge any of the Officers, they are impowered to do it; this 
authority not extending to the Chaplain, Matron, Phyſician or Surgeons, who 
ſhall be diſcharged only by a majority of the General Court. 


4 


0 


11. Tax Preſident, Vice-Preſidents, Treaſurer, and the Committee, ſhall be 
ſummoned three weeks before the year expires, in order to conſider of proper 
perſons, to ſucceed them, to be recommended to the General Court *. 


12. 


* The Charge to be given by the Chair may run in theſe Terms. GEN TI EUR, The nature of 
this inſtitution, and the duties of my office, call on me to remind you, that the time of electing a 


Committee is near at hand: tberefore I hope you will recommend fit and able gentlemen, men of | 


great honor and probity, without reſpect to perſons ; and it muſt alſo be known if ſuch gentlemen, 
when choſen, will accept the truſt, and diſcharge it to the beſt of their {kill and abilities. They 
muſt not be intereſted in any tranſaction in the department of your Committee directly or indirectly. 
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12. Tuis Committee ſhall prepare a general ſtate of the accounts of the 
Charity, to be laid before the General Court. | 


13. Trey ſhall alſo make propoſals in writing, or otherwiſe, of what they 
think neceſſary, for the improvement of this Charity, to be laid before the General 


Court, 


14. Every perſon ſpeaking in a Committee, as well as in a General Court, 
ſhall addreſs himſelf to the Chair. No Perſon is allowed to ſpeak but twice on 
the ſame ſubject without leave. If two offer to ſpeak at a time, the Chairman 
ſhall direct which of them is to proceed. If any diſpute ariſe on any queſtion, 


the Chairman ſhall ſtate the ſame, which ſhall be determined by holding up of 


hands, unleſs a ballot or diviſion is required by any three preſent. 


15. Taz rough minutes of the Committee ſhall be read and ſigned by the 
Chairman before he leaves the chair. The fair minutes ſhall alſo be read at the 
next meeting, before any other buſineſs is entered upon, and ſhall be ſigned 


by the Chairman, as an acquieſcence that they are the real minutes of the laſt 


meeting. 


16. A Parts ſhall lay before the Chair with the order of proceeding in bu- 
lineſs. 


X. The Su>-CouurrTeR. 


1. Tux Sub-Committee ſhall be appeinted by the General Committee, to 


attend weekly alſo, 


& 


2. This Sub-Committee ſhall not conſiſt of leſs than three of the General 


Committee. 


hg 


3. Tux may receive objects, and execute ſuch powers as ſhall be appointed 


from time to time by the General Committee. 
| B | 4. Trey 
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4. THhey are to obſerve the ſame rule as the General Committee, not to di- 


vulge any thing relating to the perſons, characters or families of the women 
who are admitted. 


5+ Tay ſhall meet every Friday morning, and viſit the houſe, obſerving the 
limitations deſcribed hereafter, in the Caution upon Viſitors. 


XI. The CHAPLAIN. 


1. Taz Chaplain ſhall be a man of diſtinguiſhed piety, with a very peculiar 
zeal in the great cauſe of Chriſtianity; a man of good ſenſe and politeneſs, with 
that kind of humanity which ariſes from a knowledge of the human heart. 
2. He ſhall alſo have a graceful ſpeech, and a perſuaſive manner of recom- 
mending the duties of Religion, 
3. His duty ſhall be to attend all Committees, and make "reports of what he 
thinks is neceſſary for the good conduct and ſucceſs of the undertaking. 5 
4. I ſhall alſo attend when perſons are admitted, or examined, as to their cir- l 
cumſtances, and take care to promote a decent deportment, that by practice and '2 
obſervation he may learn to judge well of the real diſpoſition of the objects. 1 
5. Het ſhall read Prayers conſtantly morning and evening, at a regular time | 1 
appointed; pray and preach twice every Sunday, at certain fixed hours, as ſhall E 
be judged moſt convenient; aduyniſter the Sacraments at the great Feſtivals, and 1 
once every month. | | R 4 ; 
6. Hz ſhall attend the ſick and illiterate, taking eſpecial care to inſtruct them | J | 
according to the eſtabliſhed religion of this nation. A 


XII. The. Margo. 


1. Hex ſalary ſhall not be leſs than {. per ann. with a gratuity, accord- 
ing as ſhe ſhall behave, with meat, drink, walhing and lodging: ſne ſhall 


not 


L 11 ] | 


not ſell any thing to the Magdalens, and be contented with the proviſions of 
the honey : 


2. Sur muſt be a ſingle woman of about forty, or wife to the Chaplain or 
Secretary, in full health and of good ſpirits, not talkative, and yet of an eaſy 
and familiar addreſs. 


3. Sne ſhall be a woman who has ſeen the world, and declares that ſhe ac- 
cepts the office from a ſenſe of humanity and religion, as well as from conve- 
nience. 


5. SHE ſhall underſtand the domeſtic ceconomy of a family, and be a miſtreſs 
of her needle, ſo as to teach ſuch of the women as are not able to work at all 
without inſtruction. 


5. Sn ſhall not diſdain the converſation of the moſt ſenſible and polite of 
theſe Magdalens, nor yet be generally ſo familiar as to forſake her dignity, and 
loſe. her authority. | | 

6. Sur ſhall be exemplary in piety, not demure, nor yet with any appear- 
ance of levity. Real modeſty and good ſenſe will give her carriage auſterity 
ſufficient to ſupport her authority among the Magdalens. 


7. As ſhe ſhall be fully inſtructed in the rules and orders of the houſe, ſhe 
muſt obſerve them ſtrictly, and always repreſent to the Committee whatever 
ſhe finds amiſs, or thinks will be moſt for the benefit of the Charity, 


8. Sue ſhall receive inſtructions from the Committee in what manner to govern 
and regulate the domeſtic affairs; take in and deliver out work, and inform 


the ſteward with what is neceſſary, for him to keep an account thereof. 


B 2 9. SHE 
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9. Sux ſhall ſee that every one of the women is employed, and diſcharge their 
duty, and put tickets on the work of each woman, that it may be known 


whoſe it is. 


10. Sax ſhall take care of all the houſhold linen, and what belongs to the 
clothing, ſo that the Steward may keep an account thereof. 


11. Sur ſhall ſee the houſe is kept clean and airy. 


12, Sun ſhall require of the Steward ſuch proviſions as are neceſſary for the ; 
houſe, ſuffer none to be carried away, nor any waſte to be made. : 


13, SHE ſhall take care that the Rules of the houſe be ſtrictly obſerved, with 
regard to the time of reſt, the diet, hours of devotion, and every thing that 
ſhall concern the good order of the houſe, agreeably to theſe Regulations. 7 
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14, As the Porter is ordered to keep the keys of the outer doors, ſhe ſhall 
keep the keys of the doors of the ſeveral wards, in ſuch a manner, that during - 
the night no perſon ſhall come in or go out without her knowledge, 


15. Sur ſhould have an apartment ſo ſituated, that thoſe who muſt neceſſarily 
reſort to her, may not have any intercourſe with the Magdalens. 


XIII. The Ass rs TANT-MarRkox. 
As it will probably happen that the Magdalens, when they are firſt taken, will 


require more attention than one woman can give, whether to keep good order 


and ſupport a regular œconomy, to teach ſome of them to work, or to overlook 
them when they are at work, the Matron ſhall have an Aſiſtant, who ſhall be in- 
ſtructed to admoniſh the women for ſmall faults, and to make complaint to the 


Matron, if Furs commit great ones. 


XIV. The 


L 13 ] 
XIV. The Sz CRETARV. 


1. As it is probable the Trester will often truſt him with ſmall ſums, he 
muſt find ſureties to be bound for him in the ſum of three- hundred pounds. 


2. Hz muſt keep all the accounts in -the books, and in the method which 
ſhall be pointed out to him; and he ſhall carry on the correſpondency. 


3. He ſhall be preſent at all Committees, take minutes, and do whatever ſhall 


be required from the nature of his office. 


4. He ſhall be about forty years of age. 


XV. The PVS ICIAN. 


2. To enlarge on his buſineſs would be needleſs. Except the women who 
may happen to be ſick when they are firſt admitted, it is to be hoped he will have 
Teſs to do than in the great world, where too little labor, and too much food, 


create numberleſs maladies. Application and ſkill will ever be required, with a 
more humane and polite conduct, than perhaps is neceſſary in any other public 
hoſpital, of which every man of common ſenſe will make himſelf the. judge. 


Without prudence and circumſpection, ſuch an inſtitution cannot be ſupported. 


2. He ſhall not be under forty years of age, and married, or a widower. 
3. He ſhall make weekly reports to the Committee if there is any perſon ſick 


in the houſe, and of the ſituation of his patients. 


XVI. The SurctoNn. 


Tur ſame Rule ſhall be obſerved in regard to him as of the Phyſician, 


XVI. Tre 


HP 


XVII The Arorugckzv. 
Tux ſame may be alſo ſaid of him, only that he ſhould be cautioned not tg 


uſe many drugs, but rather enquire of the phyſician what kind of food is beſt 


under particular circumſtances, and with his {kill to aſi not obftruft nature. 


. 


XIII. The Srzwarbd. 
1. He ſhall be about forty years of age, and lye in the Houſe, 


2. Hz ſhall provide the materials, keep.an account of all the work done, and 
make a general calculation, every three months, of the computed value of the 


daily labor of each woman. 


3. Ht ſhall keep an exact account of the proviſions of all ſorts laid in, and 


how it is expended. 


— 


4. Hz ſhall alſo keep an exact account of the ane 


5. Hr ſhall keep a fair and _ inventory of the Gini as ranged in the 
different wards and apartments, with the coſt of each article, and all other 
domeſtic concerns, entering the whole in ſeparate books to be prepared for that 


purpoſe... 
| XIX. The PorTER. 


1. Tux Porter muſt be an elderly perſon, of good character. He is to attend 
the gates, receive meſſages and letters to the N and all other matters 


in his province. 


2. Hz ſhall give ſecurity for his conduct in the ſum of one hundred pounds. 


3. He ſhall reſide in the houſe, in an apartment prepared for him, and keep 


the keys of the outer doors, and ſtrictly obſerve the inſtructions which ſhall be 


given him, in regard to viſitors, letters, &c. 
I | 
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XX. The MzsskNCER. 


As the Porter ſhall conſtantly attend the doors, the Meſſenger ſhall be employed 
in errands, and out-door buſineſs, and ſhall alſo give ſecurity for his conduct in 
the ſum of fifty-pounds, 


NE1THER the Steward, Porter, or Meſſenger, ſhall have any communication, 
or the leaſt connexion with the women in the houſe. 


Each Officer ſhall have a written inſtruction, that no one may plead ignorance 
what he is to do, or go beyond his duty, ſuch inſtructions being ſubject to altera- 
tions; and if any one receives any money, fee, or reward, more than his ſalary, 
he or ſhe ſhall be immediately diſcharged. 


XXI. The Admiſſion of proper Osjrcrs, 


We come now to the conſideration of the moſt eſſential part. We have hitherto 


| ſuppoſed that there is ſuch a being as a female Praſtitute, of the human ſpecies ; 


and we have ſuppoſed that they are endowed with reaſon ; that ſome of them do 
believe in a God, and are conſcious of having offended him : that ſome alſo repent 
of having given ſuch offence, and are deſirous to ſeek for pardon : that they like- 
wiſe deſire to be affiſted by their fellow- creatures and fellow-chriſtians, in the moſt 
effectual means of obtaining that pardon, and of rendering themſelves happy 
here and hereafter. 


Lr us then examine upon what terms they are to be admitted into this 
retreat from iniquity. We all know that it is a rank abſurdity, upon the 


very face of the propoſition, to compel any one to be virtuous. True Chriſtianity 


certainly knows of no ſuch doctrine; nor do our laws know of any legal con- 
finement, except impriſonment in ſuppoſed criminal caſes, or for debt. We muſt 

therefore leave this matter to ſtand upon its true and proper foundation, the only 
forndation it can ſtand upon, which is that of Repentance,, with the hope of tem- 


poral eaſe and comfort, if not. happineſs, 
Tross. 
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Tnosꝝ who frighten themſelves with apprehenſions that great difficulties will 
_ ariſe upon the article of Pariſh ſettlements, on account of erecting this hoſpital, 
ſeem to forget that we have any ſuch eftabliſhments as public hoſpitals in theſe 
kingdoms. Indeed it has been ſuggeſted that theſe Magdalens muſt be indentured- 
ſervants to the Matron of the houſe; and from thence it has been urged, that 
the pariſh ſettlement will be changed from the place of their birth, or ſervitude, 


to the pariſh where they become apprentices. When this matter is examined 
into, I apprehend it will appear, that to render an indenture legal, without which 
there cannot be a ſettlement, it muſt be made for five if not ſeven Tears, which is 
two or three years more than was ever intended. But dropping the conſideration of 
Indentures, it will certainly anſwer as well to all intents and purpoſes, if theſe 
Magdalens become only ſervants, under articles to the Matron, under certain 
conditions: and if this is ſtill ſubje& to objections, upon the principle juſt men- 
tioned, they may be only ſimply informed of the Condition of their reception and 
entertainment, and ſubſcribe to it; which condition is a ſubmiſſion to the œco- 
nomy and rules of the houſe; for after all that can be ſaid, the terms amount 
to neither more nor leſs than ſuch ſubmiſſion : and this will be free of all 
deluſion or exception, with regard to the mutual obligations of the contracting 
parties, or the opinion of a few who ſeem much more inclined to find reaſons 
why the plan ſhould not be attempted, than how to facilitate the execution of it +. 


1. Tur greateſt exactneſs ſhall be obſerved in diſtinguiſhing the proper objects 
to be admitted. 
2 Ir 


+ Tus queſtion which occurs to many is this: Ts it neceſſaty that a girl ſhall be debauched, in or- 
der to be qualified for your Magdalen Charity ? This may be anſwered by aſking another queſtion ; 
if an Hoſpital is erected for ſetting broken legs, would you receive into it her who only complains of 
a fever? The end and deſign of the inſtitution will be perverted, if it is not confined to thoſe who call 
themſelves, and appear to be repenting proſtitutes. She who is not a proſtitute, or not known to be ſuch, 
is ſuppoſed to have a character, and may be admitted to ſerve in a family, and conſequently is not a 
proper object of the care of this hoſpital. And ſurely no girl will become a proſtitute becauſe ſhe may 
have an opportunity to repent of being ſo, more than men will /qzander their fortunes becauſe there 
are alms-houſes. If one conſiders further, that this Magdalez Charity cannot be ſuppoſed to receive a 
great number at firſt, and that thoſe only who are really penitent will /ubmit to be confined, even 
| | though 


4 
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2. Ir would be an Uiopean ſcheme, to expect to make converts upon any other 
principle than that of confinement ; this muſt be ſubmitted to, from the time of 
their admiſſion to the time of their diſmiſſion ; unleſs they are ſuffered to go out by a 
particularorder, 2 80 reaſons which ſhall be intirely ſatisfactory to the Committee. 


3. No perſon | mall be received exceeding the age of thirty years *, 


4. Tae ordinary method of admiſſion, ſhall be by petition, which may ſet forth 
the perſon's name, age, place of abode, and if they have any parent, relation, or 
friend, to whom they deſire their condition ſhould be immediately known, and 


alſo their pariſh ſettlement ; but theſe — particulars ſhall be left at the option 
of the petitioner. 


5. Ir any perſon ſhould, for weighty reaſons, de ſire to conceal her name from 
the world, and yet wiſh it might be known to one whom ſhe can truſt, ſhe may 
communicate it, under the promiſe of ſecrecy, to the Preſident, to one of che 
Vice-Preſidents, to the Treaſurer, or to any one of the Governors who are of the 
committee 7. 2 


though the circumſtances of ſuch confinement ſhould be rendered ever ſo agreeable. Let us not 
refine too much on the ſubject, before any tryal is made, unleſs we mean to obſtruct the deſign. 


As it is not probable that any man, whoſe character is above that of a if or a murderer, will 
form any deſigns agairf this inſtitution, ſo it may be preſumed, that any demands on theſe women will 


require a proof, which may lead to the diſcovery of a ſcene of iniquity, the conſequences of which 


the parties will not chuſe to ſtand to. As to proceeding againſt theſe poor girls to the extremity of an 
out-lawry for petty debts, I Yo not conceive that ſuch out-lawries will be granted, or that there is rea- 
ſon to indulge any fears on this head. Indeed it bears very hard upon the human heart, to ſuppoſe 
that even bawwds themſelves are totally devoid of all commiſeration ; or that thoſe will be the objecls of 


their perſecution, whom this hoſpital ſhall take under their protection: I fear fiſty hoſpitals will never 
ruin their trade, 


* Tugsz unhappy women are generally very old before this age; if it ls extended beyond this 
period of life, it may become an aſylum for old women, who tan be of little uſe, for labor wvithin 


doors, and can hardly do much miſchief, in this way, withour, As to barwds, they are leaſt inclined to 
repent, and moſt dangerous Pong penitents. 


+ Tazss precautions ſeem neceſſary, ſo far as the parties will comply, for there will be ho diſ- 
Proving them: if any good fortune befals any of theſe women hereafter, the committee will, by this 
means, the more eaſily come to the knowledge of it, for her ſervice, 


C 
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6. Tnzse petitions, for which a form ſhall be prepared, may be ſcaled up, and 
ſhall be examined only by the Committee. | 


7. Tnx above rules may be obſerved only when no governor takes upon him 
to declare in writing and upon honor, that he verily believes, from circumſtances, 
that the petitioner is a fit object, according to the rules of the charity 1 and 
ſuch declaration ſnall be deemed ſufficient. 


8. Every petitioner ſhall be examined as to her health, * the Phyſician, or 
Surgeon, and alſo queſtioned by the Matron. 


9. Wa EN the petition is approved, it ſhall be wrote on, ons proper, and ſub- 
ſcribed 'y the chairman. 


10. Evexy perſon upon admiſſion ſhall engage to obſerve the rules of the . 
ſpital, and ſubſcribe to them, as follows: 


I do conſent, and hereby engage myſelf, to the matron of this houſe, for the time being 
for the ſpace of three years, as an articled ſervant, and agree that the articles ſhall be 
cancelled whenever the committee ſpall be ſatisfied that my parents or relations are capa- 
ble of taking care of me, and are reconciled io me : alſo if by my induſtry, or by any 
change of fortune that may bappen to me, 1 ſhall be enabled to live reputably ; or if any 
other cauſe ſhould ariſe, provided it be always to the ſatisfation of the committee of the 
governors of this houſe. Ii is mutually underſtood that this agreement is meant as a 
proper means of guarding and preſerving me, and to prevent my falling again into the 
calamitous ſituation from which it has pleaſed God to deliver me, Aud it is my ſincere 
intention to conform to the rules. of this houſe, particularly not to go abroad without an 
eſpecial licence; and 1 will by my induſtry. and piety endevor to recommend myſelf to the 


care 


r It will greatly facilitate the buſineſs of the committee, if the governor, recommending any object, 
declares in writing that he has taken ſuch meaſures as appear to him molt proper to obtain information 
of her real circumſtances, and that he verily believes ſhe is a proper object. And as the liſt of gover- 
nors will be publiſhed from time to time, the women will of courſe endevor to be recommended by 
ſome one of them, as practiſed in other Hoſpitals, 
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care and protection of the gowernors thereof, that my life may henceforth be rendered 
_ bappy F. Magdalen Charity -houſe, the of 17 


11. Tux better to guard againſt the irregularities which may ariſe, before any 
trial is made of the temper and ſincerity of the party; upon firſt admiſſion, 
they ſhall be kept for a month in a ward aſſigned for this purpoſe, and 
not aſſociate with thoſe who are ſettled in their mind and manners *, till they 
give proof of their acquieſcence to what they have ſubſcribed ; obſerving that their 
treatment and their work, during this intermediate ſtate, ſhall be neither more 
nor leſs gentle than that of the women in the other wards, except that novices 


ſhall always have a ſufficient time to learn to work, 
W A R D S. 

+ Great care muſt be taken to prevent abuſes, that whilſt fit objects are treated with the greateſt 
humanity, thoſe who premeditate impoſitions may be conſidered as /»p:ous violators of the ſanctity 
of this charity, and treated as atrocious offenders. 

As to the diſtinctions of the better and inferior kind of people, their diſcourſe or appearance will 
naturally lead to the diſcovery. And here I cannot help remarking, that it is probable the moſt 
intelligent and ingenious girls, who have had ſome education, and remain with ſome impreſſions of 
religion on their minds, will be the firſt and always the moſt ready to accept the invitation which 
is given them. In order the more caſily to diſcover the ſincerity of the intentions of ſeveral whoſe 
ſufferings will incline them to ſeek relicf, this Magdalen Charity muſt ſupport a good correſpondency 
with the Lock-Hoſpital, When women are reſtored to health, and diſcharged from thence, ſuch as 
contracted their diſeaſe by proſtitution, have generally returned to their former courſe, as a dog to 
the vomit, or as a beaſt is driven to the /aughter-houſe ; but ſome of them, it may be preſumed, 8 
a ſenſe of duty or for want of bread, will now accept the invitation. 

THERE are other objects who will probably covet this retreat; thoſe who have parents or r friends, 
whom they apprehend will be reconciled to, them, whenever they ſhall give proof of their real repen- 
tance. As by the kindneſs of the Lock-Hoſpital theſe women will have it in their power to preſent 
themſelves, without any marks of the miſery of penitent prodigals, and with the more ſincerity of heart, 
as they will be free from pain and diſeaſe, ſo the Magdalen Charity will purify their fouls. She who can 
ſay, „ am reſolved to go to my father, and I will ſay unto him, Father, 1 have finned againſt heaven and 
« in thy fight, and am not worthy to be called thy child,” will probably meet a kind reception. Will not 
ſuch a declaration find its way to his Heart? Will he who can feel, though it were but a little, the 
| power of religion, or the force of parental love; can he, whoſe heart is not ſteeled to the impulſes of 
humanity, forbear to ſympathiſe in tears of forgiveneſs, with rears of repentance ? Under a conſciouſneſs 
of paſt guilt, ſuch confz/ion is ſurely as natural to the /eul, as the evil which occaſioned it was to the 
body ; and, for my own part, I muft confeſs, J have the higheſt hopes that this Magdalen Charity will 
be a means of reconciling many a poor girl to her parents and her friends, who otherwiſe would be 
intirely loſt to them, to her country, and to her God ! 

The reaſon of this regulation will ſtrike every one, ſince the parties may diſengage themſelves, 
if they reſolve not to ſubmit to the rules of the hoſpital, without blowing up the coals of diſcontent 
among others, who may have more ſenſe and virtue than themſelves. 


4 "0 
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XXII. WARDS. 


2. Taza ſhall be a ſuperiority or preference of wards, according to the ap- 
pearance, deportment, and education of the perſons admitted *, ; 


2. A WARD ſhall be allotted for new admitted perſons, where they ſhall remain. 
for a month before they are claſſed in the other wards, as mentioned in the article 
Admiſſion. | 


3. Thty ſhall be claſſed in each ward, as many as convenient, according to 
the ſize of it. 


4. Ir any of the officers of the houſe neglect their duty, the women ſhall have 
the liberty of making their complaint to the viXors, provided they do it in a 
decent manner. 


5. Tur matron ſhall endevor that no provocation be given to any refent- 


ments among the women, and charge them not to liſten to. idle ftories. If it ſhall ; 
appear to her that there is any cauſe for complaint of each other, for light offences, 2 
they ſhall be confronted in the preſence of the Chapiain, who ſhall always endevor : 


to obtain a reconciliation without applying to the Committee. 


6. Sucn kinds of miſbehavior, if perſiſted in, ſhall fubje&t them to a temporary 
degradement;- and if ſuch miſbehavior happens in the upper ward, the offender 
wilt be fubject to be ſent, for a certain time, into the lower. 


7. Bur extraordinary good behavior during a whole year, of any perſon, or 
perſons, in the inferior ward, ſhall promote them to the ſuperior wards, | when. 


there 
* A levelling ſcheme will as ill ſerve the vicious as the virtuous; and ene might as well put a gentle- 

man of birth and education to the plow-tail, becauſe he had been a rake and ſquandered his fortune, 
as a girl bred up with any ſort of delicacy to a au- tub; and though care ſhould be taken to avoid 
the. imputation of paxtiality, which men naturally have for birth, and ſtill more for yourh and Leauty ; 
for the ſame reaſon that the vulgar proverb ſays, ave are not to look a gift-bor/e in the mouth, if thro- 
ignorance or inadvertency the Committee ſhould ſometimes appear to be partial in their decifions, in 
favor of one more than —_ the parties muſt ſtill thank God that the greateſt goed is intended 
to them all. 


[ 2x } 
there ſhall happen to be room for them : and the merit of ſeveral being equal, 
the preference ſhall be given to her who has been longeſt in the houſe. And upon 


occaſion of ſuch promotion, the form of a charge or inſtruction ſhall be read, 
and delivered to her. 


8. Tur women ſhall do the ſervile offices neceſſary for themſelves, in their 
reſpective wards, and ſome of them the offices which regard the houſe in general, 
ſuch as cooking, and waſhing for themſelves, (not for others) as ſhall be ordered by 
the Committee, with a juſt regard to their ſeveral circumſtances and ſituations, 
of which the Committee make themſelves the judges, not to impoſe any taſk but 
what the parties are well able to perform. If they grind their own meal, and bake 
their own bread, they may be alſo ſure of enjoying the better health, and of living 
fo much the longer, as well as ſaving money to the Houſe. 


9. THERE ſhall be good ſupplies of linen, ſo that the waſhings may be ſeldom ; 
and proper engines ſhall be uſed for diſpatch. 


10. As it cannot be expected that all of them will be equal proficients in ſuch 
taſks, an allowance ſhall be made to ſuch as perform theſe offices out of the gene- 
ra] produce of the work done in the houſe. 


12. Trzy ſhall all ſleep in ſeparate beds, each bed to have one running cur- 
tain, to ſerve only on one ſide as a ſeparation. of one bed from the other . 


13. Tub wards ſhall be numbered. 


14. Wrers the rooms will admit of it, a ſmall cloſet or apartment ſh 
be provided, for each of the moſt ſerious, and beſt behaved ; and theſe alſo ſhajl. 


* Taz intention of this is, that if they are inclined to any private devotion, they will have Wi their 
power to be ſo far concealed, and yet not hid for any evil purpoſe. This may alſo tend to promote 
the greater delicacy of manners ; at the ſame time, if this curtain runs on an iron rod, be g at 
the top of the room, it cannot breed vermin, nor yet obſtruct the circulation of the ay, as beds 
often do. | 


5 
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be made the immediate reward of good conduct, eſpecially if it is joined to * 
rior abilities. And when this Charity-houſe ſhall be enabled to do it, ſeparate 
apartments may be aſſigned to thoſe whoſe education may have entitled them to 


ſuch diſtinction. 


15. As air is eſſential to life and health, care ſhall be taken to ventilate the 
rooms in ſuch a manner, as ſhall keep them perfectly ſweet ; and for this purpoſe 
the upper ſaſh, where there are ſaſhes, ſhall be made to let down; and beet 
ventilators ſhall be prepared. 


16. As a ſick ward may be neceſſary, care ſhall be taken that it be not 
crowded, but kept ſweet and properly ventilated. The matron, or her aſſiſtant, 
ſhall viſit the ſame thrice every day, and ſee that nothing be wanting. 


XXIII. Of their NAMEs. 


I. THErR true names, if they have no reaſons to conceal them, muſt be re- 
giſtered; but they ſhall be called and known, by their chriſtian names only. | 
When there are ſeveral that have the ſame chriſtian names, they ſhall be diſtin- | 
guiſhed by a number, as Elizabeth the firft, Elizabeth the ſecond, Cc. 


2. As there ſhall be no reproaches for paſt irregularities, under the ſevereſt 


injunctions, neither ſhall there be any enquiries made into names or families, 
but all poſſible diſcouragement given to every kind of diſcourſe that may lead 


to diſcoveries which the parties themſelves do not chuſe to make, 


XXIV. DarEss. 


1. Ueon their admiſſion, if their apparel-is in any tolerable condition, it ſhall 
be tleanſed, ticketed, and laid by, in order to be returned to them whenever 
they ſhall leave the houſe. 


2. 


+ The dropping of the ſurname may anſwer ſome good purpoſes, as it will 3 help to ſcreen 
them from the diſgrace of their former life, and prevent impertinent enquiries, when they leave the 
houſe, and if they keep their own ſecret, they may ſave the honour of their families, ſo far as it is 
concerned in their conduct. 
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2. Tv ſhall wear an uniform of light grey, of a durable, but ſoft and 
agreeable manufacture, and in all their whole dreſs, be as plain and neat as 
poſlible *. 


3. SOME diſtinctions, with regard to dreſs, ſhall be made in the ſuperior 
ward. | 


4. Tuxv ſhall be informed, that if they ſhould find means to leave the houſe, 
in a clandeſtine manner, and carry away the cloaths, or any thing which is the 
property of the Treaſurer or other perſon, as the cloaths and furnifure, &c. ſhall 


be deemed, they will be conſidered as robbers in any ſimilar caſe F. 


XXV. Dizr, and the Order of the TazLz in the Was. 


1. THz diet ſhall be as proper as the nature of the inſtitution will admit, and 
yet ſo plain and ſimple, as rather to be worſe than better, than they may expect 
when they return into the world. 


2. A REGIMEN for breakfaſt, dinner, and ſupper, ſhall be appointed at the 
diſcretion of the Committee, and the ſame ſhall be written in. a fair hand-writing, 


and hung up in glazed frames, one in every ward where they dine. 


3. PARTICULAR regard ſhall be had that the food ſhall be very clean and 
healthy, partly conſiſting in the articles mentioned in the following tables, and 
the proportions thereof nearly fixed, in order to eſtimate the expence. | 


Tux 


* If the dreſs had ſome peculiarity, not ſuch as ſhould be diſagreeable, and yet contrived to take 
off their inclination to appear abroad in it, ſuch a regulation might be of uſe ; but this is one of thoſe 
things which muſt be touched tenderly, 


+ This conſideration will be an additional ſecurity to the Charity, thoſe who are in earneſt will con- 
fider what they are about, and thoſe who are not in earneſt will be the more cautious how they act, 
And as this is not a body corporate, the Treaſurer, or ſome cther, muſt have the property of the 
clothing, furniture, and materials for work, veſted in him. 
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Tux following tables, as to the kind and qualities of food, GL Ip we 
ee tas orion pan 


; Breakfaſts. | Dinners. | Suppers. | 


| 
F SW; | f 
| Sundays, | | 
| | 


| Mondays. 


| Tueſdays. 


Thurſdays. 


3 


Fridays. 


Saturdays. 


8 

1 
— 
ug 

[ 

It 


The 
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From Mr. Bailey's treatiſe on workhouſes ; which I mention in order to form the juſter ellcule- 
tion of expence ; ſubject to alteration as circumſtances may require. 


The quantity of 
meat ſufficient to 

feed we number 
of people, allow- 
ing two pounds to 
a meal for three 
perſons. 


People. | Fleſh. 


15. oz. 

I "2 

2 1 

3 2 8 

. 2 11 

5 3 ; 0 

3 4 a 
2 4 11 

8 8 

9 6-0 

10 6 11 
11 17 
12 5 


The quantity of rice and 
milk ſufficient for any 
number of people, allow- 
ing each perſon one ſta- 
tute pint of milk, and two 
ounces of rice for a meal. 


People, | MI. | Rice. 
| Pints.] Ih. oz. 
t | x 2 

= 2 4 
ST” FT 6 
4 8 

5 5 | 10 

6 6 | I2 
FE 

8 Fi 8 1 O 
914 9 „ 
0-11 6 
11 11 1 
1.1% {1' 28 8 


— 


3 


The quantity of flour and 
and ſuet ſufficient to make 
puddings, allowing each per- 


ſon a pound when boiled. 


People. | Flour. | 
15. oz: | 
I 77 

i | 15 
3 | I 6˙7 | 
i r 
5 2 . 
6 3 
5 
8 4-21 
# 1 ® ry 
10 5 
11 5 2% 
« -1: 5.0 


Suet. 


The quantity of cheeſe or 
butter ſufficient for one 
meal, allowing each per- 

ſon three ounces of cheeſe, 
or one of butter. 


| People: | Cheeſe. | Butter. 
15. oz. oz. 
I 3 | 1 
6: 6 2 
& 3 9 3 
4 
3 15 5 
6 4 6 
7 1 8 7 
8 1 8 
9 111 9 
10 1 14 10 
2 1 11 
2 2 
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A A quantity of bread. | The quantity of 
ſufficient for a week, beer ſufficient for 
allowing each per- a a whole week, al- 

ſon four fleſh din- | lowingevery per- 
ners, and cight ſon a pint each 
ſpoon-meat break- | dinner, and the 
faſts and ſuppers, | like at ſupper *. 
four ounces at a ' — — — 
meal, and five times People.] Beer. 
a week to eat with Gall 
cheeſe, or butter, 8298 
allowing ſix oun- g AY 
ces at a, meal; .in Bp 31 
all 4 1b. 14 0z. to 7 
N each perſon. = f , > 
People. | Bread. 6 9 
e ee 7 102 
I 5. oz. 8 12 
1 [ 4 14 9 0 37 
2 9 12 10 13 
in 10 11 162 
4 19 8 12 18 
5 24 6 
6 29 4 
7 4 
8 | 39 0 | 
9 43 14 
10 48 12 
11 53 10 
12 68 8 


4. Tux breakfaſts and ſuppers ſhall chiefly conſiſt in a proper allowance of 
bread, with water-gruel, milk, milk-porridge, bread with butter, or cheeſe. 
The infuſion of ſuch of our own herbs as ſhall be approved by the Phyſicians, 


ſhall be allowed to ſuch as deſire it, provided they take it in baſons, with a ſmall _ 


allowance of ſugar, and without the apparalus of a tea-table. 


5. Tneir dinners ſhall chiefly conſiſt of broth and meat, with a ſufficient quan- 


tity of roots and herbage; good ſmall- beer, for ſuch as prefer it to water, all good of 


their 


®* Theſe quantities will depend on the ſeaſon and the nature of the labor, and ſomething to the 
inclination of different perſons, as it is not meant to ſtint them, but only to form a calculation, and 
regulate expences. 


£9] 
their kind. On Sundays they may have white meat, and mutton ; cheap fruits 


baked may alſo be allowed in their ſeaſon. They may be likewiſe inſtructed to 
Prepare their meal, and bake their own bread ; they will be the more ſure it is 


good and genuine. 
6. They ſhall be allowed moſt kinds of vegetables in their ſeaſon, 


7. Tue Matron ſhall dine at the head of the table of the ſuperior ward. 


8. Each table ſhall conſiſt of ſixteen or twenty perſons, according to the 


number in the houſe. 


9. Ovx of each ward ſhall attend the reſt at meals, by turns weekly, and each 
ward ſhall dine at ſeparate tables: but at certain fefivals they ſhall dine in a 


more general company. 


10. Taz ſuperintendant appointed for each ward ſhall dine at the upper end of 


each table, and ſay the grace which ſhall be ordered, demanding .a ſtrict at- 
tention to it; firſt learning of the Chaplain in what manner to expreſs it properly. 


11. THE grace ſhall be to this effect: O merciful Father ! who in thy tender 
&« Jove to mankind, bas delivered us from want and miſery, and called us to repen- 
« tance, we beſeech thee to inſpire us with conſtancy and reſolution, to obey thy holy 


e vill, for the ſake of our bleſſed Redeemer Feſus Cbriſt!““ 


AFTER dinner the grace may he to this effect: O merciful God of heaven ! ac- 
0 cept our profoundeſt gratitude for this and all thy mercies : let thy goodneſs be ſtill 
« extended to us; that whilſt our bodies are ſupported with food, our ſouls may be nou- 
c riſhed with the breal of life ; and lead us to everiaſting felicity, through the merits 
& of Feſus Chriſt our only Savior and Redeemer \” 


I - XXVI. 
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XXVII. Hours of Dxvorfox. N 


1. A BELL ſhall be rung to call them to prayers, ſoon after they are up, before 


they begin to work. 


2. Tux prayers to be uſed ſhall be agreed to by the Committee, and care taken 
that they be uttered properly, and by no means become irkſome by being too 


long 


3. Trex evening prayers ſhall be ſoon after they have done work +. 


Z 


1. From Lady-dey to Michaelmas they ſhall riſe at ſix o'clock, and from 
Michaemas to Lady-day at. ſeven, except when the weather is very ſevere, the 
Matron ſhall then be directed to allow them half an hour, or an hour extraordinary, 


2. Tuxv ſhall go to bed at ten every night, and no fire or candle ſhall be al- 


lowed in the wards after that time, except in the ſick ward, for which water- 
candleſticks and other neceſſaries ſhall be provided. 


XXVIIL Hours of Worx. 
1. Tux ſhall work an hour before breakfaſt, and being. allowed a compe- 
tent time, till within half an hour of dinner, 


2. They ſhall be allowed an hour and an half ſor dinner and repoſe from 


work, and then work till night, according to the nature of their work and the 


ſeaſon of the year. 
BSI DES 


* As we generally make our grace ſo ridiculouſly ſnort, that i it cannot be ſaid to be any prayer at all, 
and loſe the important benefit of an habitual offering of our hearts to God, ſo it is a great misfortune 
which mankind ſeem to labor under, that they exact from their clergy a much longer taſk than they 


can perform. Firſt, we are too apt to impoſe upon ourſelves, with regard to the powers of the mind in- 


prayer ; and then we trifle with the Almighty by a ſtupid inattention to che purport of the words we 


utter. 
+ The nearer : hour of reſt, the more drowſy we generally are. And the drowſineſs which often 


attends even moderate meals, is ſuch, that we can hardly expect there will be much devotion at a late 
hour, much leis after ſupper, which is the uſual time. 


8 5 
e n 4 


eee © OL LEO e 
. 8 ado. Fits! 
1 Y c 


F 
3 
* 
ps. 
of; 
* 
2 
"8 
N 
2 
bY 
* 22 
WT 
WES 
2 
e 
LENS » 
I 
LET - 
— 
232 
1 
15 
Ws 
=; 
\ 
= 
4 


[ 29 |] 


Bes1pes Sundays there ſhall be certain days of relaxation, not a great number 


of ſuch, in which they ſhall either work or let it alone, as is moſt agreeable to 


them. Among theſe Good-friday and Afb-wedneſday ſhall be devoted to piety and 
reading. 
XXIX. Books and Reapins. 
1. WHERE the nature of the work will admit of it, one ſhall read while the 
reſt work, every half hour alternately. E 


2. Our v ſuch books of devotion, morality, hiſtory, and ſuch like, ſhall be 


uſed, as the Committee ſhall allow to be introduced, 
3. A SMALL collection of well choſen books ſhall be provided. 


4. In order to render reading a delightful entertainment, the Chaplain ſhall 
teach ſuch of them, as have abilities to learn, zo read well. 


5. Ir it is found to be agreeable, one may read whilſt others are at their meals, 
at leaſt upon ſome days of the week. 


6. Bes1DEs the general reading, ſuch little pious tracts ſhall be put into their 


hands for common uſe, as the Committee ſhall approve. 


XXX. EMPLOYMENT. 
1. Ir is a fundamental principle of this inſtitution, that thoſe who can, and will 


not work, ſhall not eat *. 
| | 2. Every 
* Thar ſenſible man Mr. Pen, who firſt eſtabliſhed Penſylvania, if T remember right, amongſt many 
other excellent rules, laid down this as one: That all children, of what degree or ſtation ſoever, 
between the age of twelve and fifteen, ſhould be taught ſome uſeful trade or employment, to the end 
that even in caſe of misfortunes, the poor might ſtill have it in their power to become rich, and the 
rich be never reduced to indigence by want of induſtry in the poor. Of all ſtations in life, the moſt 
deplorable is that of perſons who are brought up in affluence, and reduced to poverty, without any 
means of ſupport from their own ſkill and induſtry. This I take to be the caſe of many of our proſti- 
tutes, who are the daughters of poor tradeſmen, or of clergymen of poor livings in the country, who, 
during 


n 
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2. Evx x perſon permitted ſhall be employed in ſuch work as the Committee 
ſhall judge to be moſt ſuitable to them, after trial is made of their abilities. 


3. Every one who earns above each day, of which a general compu- 
tation ſhall be made by the Steward, under the inſpection of the Committee, ſhall 
be allowed a handſome part, for her own benefit, when ſhe is diſmiſſed. This ſum 
ſhall be alſo increaſed by the bounty of the houſe, as favourable opportunities of 
eſtabliſhing them in the world ſhall offer, provided their behaviour is approved of. 


4. A working-room ſhall be provided at the end of, or adjoining to, each ward. 


* Ont in each ward ſhall preſide in turn weekly, and be anſwerable to the 
Matron for the behaviour of the reſt, that they do not negle& their work: the 
Matron and her aſſiſtant ſhall alſo make them frequent viſits for the ſame purpoſe. 


6. As a further inducement to induſtry, ſmall premiums may be allotted, at 
certain times, to thoſe who ſhall have performed certain pieces of work, in a 


meſterly manner. 


7. Ir any manufacture ſhould be ſelected for the employment of the women, for 


their inſtruction in which no woman is found qualified, a grave ſober man ſhall 


be choſen for this purpoſe, the Matron, or her aſſiſtant, to be preſent with him. 

| | | ; 8. No 
during their father's life time are company for the Squire, and frequently debauched by him. If by 
this inſtitution propoſed they are kept at work, though they begin late in life, it will be a means of a 
comfortable ſupport, and many of them may become the joy/ul mothers of children. A woman who is 
miſtreſs of a trade, is a fortune to a huſband, and in caſe of his death may provide for her children, as 
many widows do, who have had the good fortune to be educated in an induſtrious manner, and in the 
way which nature ſeems to have appointed for both ſexes, equally the ſame, thovgh the obje& for 
employment is ditferent. There are many trades, now in the hands of men, in which women might 
do as well, and ſome which their natural ingenuity would enable them to carry on much better. The 


ſame rule would promote the welfare of the community, if the male children, in many families who 
now live in idleneſs, were taught this firſt and great principle, that man is an active being, and if he 


is not taught to do good, he will certainly do miſchief. Among the common people, how ſuperior is 
the ſoldier or ſailor, who can allo act the part of the huſband-man, mechanic, or laborer, the taylor, 
barber, or manufacturer, to him who knows not how to put his hand to any thing but his muſket, 


or the ropes of a ſhip ? As idleneſs is very juftly ſaid to be the root of evil in general, ſo in this parti” 
cular caſe of proſtitutes, where the idle of both ſexes are concerned, whatever tends to promote 


mduſtry, mult curb the great extravagance to which the vice in queſtion is now carricd, 
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8. No part of the produce of their labor ſhall be ſold in the houſe, that there 


may be no inducement for any great aſſemblage of people, or any interruption 


of the good intention of this undertaking. 


9. Taz objects for the employment of theſe women, may be to make their 
own cloaths, both woollen and linen, and to knit or weave their ſtockings alſo, 
from the raw material, ſpinning the thread and making the cloth—they may alſo 
mend ſtockings “ — make bone-lace—black lace — artificial lowers—childrens 
toys—ſpinning fine thread—alſo wollen-yarn for cloth, callimancoes, and cruels— 
winding ſilk, provided a quantity is given at a time; this is a very conſiderable 
article, of which they might find enough to emptoy many hundreds—embroid- | 
ery—all branches of millinery—making ladies and childrens ſhoes—mantua's— 
ſtays—coats—cavls for wigs Knitting hoſe and mittins—making of leathern and 
filken gloves—weaving hair for peruke-makers— making, garters—drawing pat- 
terns—or, in a word, whatever employment their ſeveral abilities and genius's ſhall 


lead to. 


10. Car ſhall be taken to make quick ſale of the produce of their labor, that 
theſe Magdalens may know how their property accumulates, that it may be 
an additional ſpur to induſtry. | | 


11. Ir their numbers grow conſiderable, meaſures may be taken for the eſta- 


tiſhment of manutactures of greater importance. 


— 


12. ThE manufacturing of linen is an article of ſuch conſequence, that it is 
hardly poſſible to burden the market with it. 


13. Ir would be a great increaſe of national wealth, if the two zre-d/es were 
introduced for plain weaving, whether of ſilk, cotton, woolen, or linen; and 


when the piece is of a moderate breadth, a child may work this machine. 
14. TRE 


21 Italy there are certain people who profeſs mending of filk ſtockings, and do it with ſuch neat- 
neſs as hardly to be known that they are mended; whereas amongſt us this part is generally diſcharged 
ſo clumſily, that people of any note are aſhamed to appear with their ſtockings mended ; a national 
ſaving might be made, even by this article, trivial as it may appear, and it would introduce parſimony 
in other reſpe&s, of which we ſtand in very great need. 


3 —— — 
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14. Taz making carpets after the Turky manner, may be alſo ſuited to their 
ſtrength and abilities, and prove a great acquiſition to the nation R. 


15. TRERE are many other inventions to facilitate labor, not yet commonly 
known ; the judicious uſe of them will be a means to increaſe the profits of theſe 
Magdalens, as well as render the expence of ſupporting the houſe ſo much the - 
lighter. By ſtriking out new kinds of employment for women in general, 
and recommending diſcoveries from the experience which the governors may ac- 
quire, it will prove a great means of preventing proſtitution. Of this kind are 
the double-handed wheel, for ſpinning flax, which, after they can uſe either 
hand, becomes very eaſy. The machine for weaving tapes and ribbons is ra- 
ther of too complicated a nature for common uſe, 


16. In their work, as inevery other circumſtance, the utmoſt care and delicacy, 
humanity and tenderneſs, muſt be obſerved, that this eſtabliſhment may not be 
thought a houſe of correction, or even of hard labor; but an aſylum and ſafe re- 
treat, where induſtry and piety ſerve as handmaids to health of body and peace of 
mud; where want and diſeaſe, miſery and anguiſh of ſoul, find no entrance, but 
ſobriety, chearfulneſs, and hope, reign triumphant, and exhibit a conſtant feaſt 


of joy. 
XXXI. CAUTION with relation to V1sITORS, 


* ſo delicate an enterprize, it will not be ſufficient to find the means of doing 


good, unleſs we can alſo prevent the moſt diſtant appearance, as well as the 
| reality 


+ I cannot help recommending that trade or manufacture which ſeems to be leaſt ſubject to invade 
the occupation of thoſe who are already in a comfortable way of life. Carpets, upon the principles of 
thoſe of Turky, might be carried to a great extent. I am aſſured, by a great manufacturer of carper-, 
that it would be very eaſy to teach even thoſe who have not been habituated to labor, to work upon 
this manufacture. HE 8 

CARPETS may, perhaps, be eſteemed an article f luxury; but they certainly contribute to e and 
comfort, as well as elegance; and are at leaſt as proper as a fine apartment, or any other rich furniture; 
not to mention the ſums we pay for them to foreigners. But what is ſtill of greater conſequence, I 
apprehend they will icon become a conſiderable article of commerce, for exportation. Nothing that 
belongs to the furniture of a houſe, is of ſuch conſequence as this, to a Perſian, an Indian, or a 
Turk ; nor are chriſtians, of the foremoſt ranks in fortune and dignity, much behind them. We al-. 
ready greatly excel the eaſtern nations, in the color and pattern of this manufacture, as we eaſily may: 
do ſoon, in the quality and ſubſtance of it. 
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reality of evil. To this purpoſe it is neceſſary to obſerve the followihg rules und 
directions: 


1. No letters, meſſages, or any thing of that kind, ſhall be received into, or 
ſent from any of the wards, without being examined and inſpected by the Com- 
mittee, or in their abſence by the Chaplain and Matron. | 


2. Tax Phyſician, Surgeon, and Apothecary, when there is dccaſion for them 
to viſit the wards, ſhall be attended by the ME or by the A/iant-matrow 


appointed by her. 


3. No Governor, nor any other perſon, ſhall be permitted to viſit the wards, 
gr any of the Magdalens, without leave, in writing, firſt obtained from the Com- 
mittee, except in the caſes provided for; and in all caſes the Matron is to attend them. 


4. Lionr or unbecoming behavior, in any Governor, ſhall be deemed a 
ſufficient reaſon to the General Court to exclude him from having any part in 
the direction of this Charity, 


5. Ir any friend or relation of theſe Magdalens deſires any conference with 
them, upon any buſineſs of moment; if they are known to any of the Committee, 
or recommended by any Governor, ſuch conference ſhall be permitted, but it 
ſhall be in the preſence of the Chaplain : the name of the party enquiring ſhall 
be alſo, at the ſame time, declared to the woman, and her conſent aſked and obtained. 


6. Ir at any time any perſons are admitted to ſee the wards (under the re- 
ſtrictions which the Committee appoints) ſuch perſons ſhall be deſired, both 
verbally, and by a writing, placed in a conſpicuous place in the wards, not to call 
any of the women by their real names, if they ſhould happen to know them. 


7. Ir any ſtranger aſks for any of the women, he ſhall. firſt ſatisfy the Com- 


mittee, or in their abſence the Chaplain and the unn. who he is, and the next 
E com mittee- 
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committee · Tay. ſhall be appointed for him to attend; or upon a written requeſt, 
ſetting forth his reaſons, if the Chaplain thinks they are good reaſons, liberty ſhall 
ve ones, but not without the reſtrictions mentioned i in article 8. 


s. Ir ſuch ſtranger ſhall aſk for a woman, by a name unknown in the houſe, 
ſuch name being delivered to the Matron in writing, with the name of the per- 
ſon who enquires, ſhe ſhall call for ſuch perſon through the whole wards ; but if 
no one anſwers, no further enquiry ſhall be made. The ſtranger however will be 
defired to wait half an hour, that it may be ſeen if any one will make themſelves 
known. The name, and place of abode, of all perſons who ſhall make ſuch en- 
quiries after women in this houſe, ſhall be minuted down in a book prepared for 


that purpoſe. 
XXXII. Of Disuiss rox in general. > 76 ig 


1. Taz great motive to all human actions, is the hope of reward, and the fear of 
iin. with a proſpe# of bliſs or miſery, before our eyes. The heart of man 
is conſtantly influenced by reaſon, by fancy, by paſſion, or by opinion; and it is 
the buſineſs of divines and philoſophers, to employ the united force of theſe 
in the cauſe of religion; and when they cannot take the mind by argument, to 
ſubdue it by degrees, and to perſuade us, that the happineſs, the glory of a rational 
being, is to think well and a right; or, in other words, 10 make uſe of his reaſon. 


$#: 


Let us therefore ſet before the eyes of theſe women, whatever reaſon, or fancy, 


opinion, or paſſion ſuggeſt to us, which can prove that their temporal and eternal 
felicity depend on their retreating, from the horrible ſcene of folly and iniquity in 
which they have ated. When theſe ho/pitabje doors are open to them, opened 
with all the kindneſs and compaſſion which humanity can ſuggeſt; and with all the 
piety that. charity can inſpire, we muſt ſhow them for what faults they will be 
thruſt out again. If they are deaf to the calls of reaſon, ſtupidly inſenſible of gra- 
titude, and diſcover a total ignorance of the true objects of their happineſs, they 


muſt periſh in their own Way. 


2. On the other hand, if chey will wait för their diſcharge, till ſuch time as 


tmeir * intereſt, and bappineſs, will admit of it, they will have a clear and 
I diſtinct 


1381 
diſtinct view of the good that is intended them, and which will, to all human 


apparance, as certainly happen to them, as time and chance can promiſe happineſs 
to the moſt virtuous, and moſt proſperous of mankind. 


3. In order to Joly the better of the ſituation of theſe women, when it will 
be proper to gecommend their returning again into the world, there ſhall be a 
regiſter kept, diſtinguiſhing the different years, the day when each came in, and 
a deſcription of her perſon; to which ſhall be added, in columns left for that put- 
poſe, the kind of work in which they have been chiefly employed ; ; the computed 
produce of their daily labor; and the character they bear in the houſe, with re- 
gard to piety, good manners, and gentleneſs of diſpoſition. 


XXXIII. DisMission for FauLrs. 


1. Ir is not intended that any corporal puniſhment ſhall be inflicted : abſolute 
nonconformity to the rules of the houſe, will ſubje& them to diſmiſſion from it; 
but if they commit no other crime, and are not guilty of ſuch offences as the 
laws ſtrictly take cognizance of, they ſhall by no means be ſubject to be delivered 
over to the civil magiſtrate “. | 


2. ApBvs1ve or reproachful language, inſolence or diſobedience to the officers, inde- 
cent or prophane expreſſions, and ſuch kind of turbulent conduct, ſhall ſubject 
them to confinement in a room, for A hours, for the firſt offence. For the ſecond 
offence they ſhall be admoniſhed publicly by the Chaplain and the Matron, and 

the /oberer part of their own ward may be alſo appealed to, for their diſapprobation 
of ſuch conduct. The third offence, ſhall ſubject them to be confined in a room 

E 2 by 


Under the preſent police, or rather #9 po/ice, temporary impriſonments or hard labor, or the 


_ threats of hard labor, are not remed'es adequate to the diſtemper ; but rather by the debaucheries, 
practiſed under confinement, render the malady abſolutely incurable. If we have not good officers to 
execute good laws, what gad can come of them? Nor ought it to be expected, that the Governors 
of this Charity will become Ju/lices of the peace to rxamine into del nquency ; or executioners to chaſlye it. 
If coerſive laws are become eſſentially neceſſary, they require a quite different economy, than that 
which is now propoſed, We have lately ſeen a Marine Society eſtabliſhed in Lenden for the encourage- 
ment of J'olunteers, and the relief of diſtreſſed men and boys for the ſea. This has kd to another Marine 
Society in Dublin for the ſame purpoſes ; and this to a third inſtitution, under the ſame name, for the 
care of ſeamen's widows and orphans in Glass. Let us mow tre if this attempt, in behalf of 
diſtreſſed women, will not lead to as good an end, for the other ſeemed to be as little expected. 
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by themſelves, for twelve bours, and to have but one ſpare meal, during the whole 
day ; the Chaplain at the ſame time to expoſtulate with the party. If ſuch treat- 


ment does not reform her, it will prove that ſhe 1 is no proper object for this Charity. 


3. For /peaking lies; the telling malicious or ungen ſtories of each other; 
wane of neatneſs, or the neglect of their perſons ; the frf offence ſhall be pu- 
niſhed by a fine of ſix-pence ; the ſecond a ſhilling ; the bird eighteen-pence, to 
be deducted from their earnings; of which fines a Rn n be kept 
in a book prepared for that * 


Is. 


4. In order to judge of the zuſtice of ſuch Sues. the General Committee ſhall 


| empower three of their number to viſit the wards, to enquire into the behavior of 


the Magdalens, and queſtion the parties, when they are accuſed. They ſhall alſo 
hear the evidence of the Chaplain and Matren, in order to decide with juſtice and 
benevolence, candor and moderation. Theſe viſitors ſhall have a book to minute 
down their ſentences, of which the General Committee ſhall be informed. 


5. Ir neither ſuch kind of confinement, nor ſuch admonition, nor ſuch fines, will 
operate ſo as to procure a reformation, the General Committee will proceed to 
judge: the offender will then be brought before them, to receive the laſt admo- 
nition; and if that does not prevail, ſhe will be expelled, never to be received 
into the houfe again. Upon this occaſion a prayer, prepared for the purpoſe, 
may be faid in the evening, to implore her converſion, and to confirm the others 


in their conſtancy, Her own cloaths will be returned to her, but no charatter. 


nor money will be given. 


6. Is any woman is exceedingly turbulent, ſo as to ſtrike another, or-preme- 
ditately deſtroys any thing belonging to the houſe, with malice, or in contempt 


of the rules of the houſe, ſhe will be alfo expelled, in the ſame form of proceed- 


ang, though. in a more expeditious manner, 


7. In caſes where a woman ſhall ſhew cauſe why ſhe ſhould be diſmiſſed, 
and it is thought proper to diſmiſs her, if her conduct is in ſome reſpects 
excep- 
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exceptionable, ſhe is not to expect a better character than ſhe deſerves :. but 
if the will ſtay any certain time, not more than eight, nor leſs than four months 
longer, - and apply herſelf diligently to correct what has been amils, ſhe ſhall 
have the liberty of fo MY in order to endevor to obtain the * recommen- 


dation which is * re * 


XXXIV. The Advantages ot good e on Dian 


THE advantages which will accrue to theſe women at their diſmiſſion, if they 
behave as ought to be expected, aſſiſted, as they will be, with all the underſtanding, 
and all the goodneſs of beart, of thoſe who thus undertake to plead and to _ 
their cauſe, are theſe : 


1. A ror for a general charatter ſhall be prepared, with blanks to be filled 
up, providing for a difference, with regard to the particular merit of the party, 
diſtinguiſhing the work in which ſhe has been chiefly employed ; with particular 
mention of their ſobriety, ſubmiſſion to domeſtic economy, gentleneſs, and religious 
deportment. This ſhall be ſigned by three of the Committee. 


2. Ir has been already ſufficiently explained, that any circumſtance which 
ſhall offer, apparently for the real good and ſervice of the party, the Committee be- 
ing ſatisfied in this point, ſhall be deemed a ſufficient reaſon to diſcharge her. | 


3. No pains ſhall be ſpared in giving ſuch information of good behaviour, 25 
the parties themſelves ſhall defire, when they deſerve it. This ſhall be done, ei- 
ther by the governors, to their friends and acquaintance in town; or to the parents 
and friends of the party; by their Matron, Secretary, or Steward, who ſhall be or- 
dered what informations to give for this purpoſe : by letters to perſons in the 
country from particular governors, if defired by the party, either before, or at the 
time of their diſmiſſion : and laſtly, by letters to be written by the Secretary, 
for the ſame good purpoſes, by order of the General Committee. 


4. Ir has been ſeen in the article employment, that a part of their Jabor, in pro- 
portion to the daily amount or value of it, will alſo be appropriated to their own 
uſe at their diſmiſſion. 1 = 
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uch. Brarbxs the good cbaratier to be given, and the advantages ariſing from 
their labor, there ſhall be a further reward of virtue. So much ſhall be given in 
money, as the ability of the Governors, ariſing from the ſubſcriptions, ſhall in pru- 
dence permit, of which the Committee conſtitute themſelves the judges. This 
gift ſhall be preſented, not only to thoſe whb marry in a manner ſatisfactory to 
the governors *, but alſo to ſuch as ſhall ſet up trades in whatever way they ſhall 

. gee —_ have 

Ir is not to be imagined, but that great numbers of theſe converts will find huſbands. As the 
caſe now ſtands, we ſee that all men are not equally delicate. The agreeableneſs of many of theſe 
women, added to their ability to ſupport themſelves, may tie the bands of ſocial affection ſtronger, 
than is uſual in common life, where neither piety nor induſtry are regarded, 

Premians and a bounty will probably anſwer in a double reſpect. I have often been ſhocked at the 
inhuman ambition of the French court, in ſporting away the lives, and invading the properties of 
men ; but I muſt confeſs, I was ſtruck with the good ſenſe, the policy, and the humanity, which it 
ſhewed, in a ſignal act of munificence, upon ocaſion of the birth of an heir to the crown; I mean 
the giving-in- marriage a certain number of poor girls with ſuitable portions. Will not hit, nation 
acquire great honor and profit too, if the directors of this n give ſuch n and | bounties to 


ſuch of theſe poor girls as excell in virtue? 

Tux learned Eraſmus thought the giving dowries one of the 555600 kinds of aries, * 9 
certain ſums of money to it. And the ingenwus baron Halberg, who was alſo greatly diſtinguiſhed for his 
merit, eſtabliſhed a fund for that purpoſe, and without doubt died with much the greater pleaſure, in 
the reflection that he ſhould be inſtrumental in making ſome young lacies the happier, in that ſtate, which 
it is no indignity to them to ſuppoſe, moſt young women wiſh to be. Hs legacies indeed were confined 

to the net wirtuous part of the ſex, and conſequently to render them more happy than they were 
before. I am pleading for thoſe ae once were loft and are found, with a view to alleviate their miſery 
and render them uſeful. And fince pleaſure chiefly conſiſts in an abſence of pair, and virtue is, in 
ſome degree, its own reward, it ſeems to be a higher obje& of the care of mankind, to relieve the 
diſtreſſed, than even to augment the happineſs which virtue has ſo ſtrong a title to. 


Ir the promiſe of temporal as well as eternal rewards will raiſe a glorious emulation amongſt the | 
moſt ewrtuous; may we not hope that it will be inftrumental in the arduous taſk of reclaiming the 
vicious] Happineſs is the common end purſued ; and we may point out, even to the moſt abandoned 
of mankind, what are the trueſt mears to acquire this end. 


Wes may lay it down as an invariable maxim, that whatever tends to romits a habit of induſtry, 
which, to all appearance, will produce as great an advantage to a ſtate, as the pecuniary conſideration 
which is given, to promote that induſtry, amounts to, will in the iſſue be highly beneficial. But, if 
to indutry we add the means of preſerving life; the improvement of more virtue, and the exerciſe of 
religious duties; it is, in fact, only making uſe of a fe=v geod things af a leſer value, to acquire are 
good things of a much greater value: and where care is taken to prevent abuſes, this muſt be productive 
of the greateſt benefit to a ſtate : and it ſeems abſurd to fear, that we ſhall give too much encouragement 
to virtue, and nothing but virtue ſhould. entitle them to ſuch an encouragement. 

Bountics being thus given to ſuch reclaimed perſons, as excel in piety, induſtry, and a ſub- 
miſſion to & reg] avconomy, it will prepare the way to their being married to honeſt induſtrious 


men, ſuitable to them, and ſuch as the directors approve. Ihe happy ends which will be 
abtained 


[ 39:] 


have gained a proficiency, ſo that nothing ſhall be omitted which can promote 
the great end of preſerving life; of rendering that life uſeful ; of recovering thoſe 
who are now loſt to the community; and of ſaving their ſouls from perdition. 


6. Ir any are deſirous to go into his majeſty's dominions in America, which will 

probably happen ſometimes, the ſame regard ſhall be ſhewn them, with reſpect to 
the part of the produce of their gain, their character, the premiums, and _ gift 
which ſhall, be preſented them at leaving this Charity -houſe *. 


7. As dometiic ſervitude is the fruitful Abi of proftitutes, and * ſervants 
in this metropolis, generally much more numerous than can be accommodated : 
as ſervants are often highly fed and ill taugbt: as their maſters and miſtreſſes are 
ſeldom ſo attentive to their morals, or even to their worſhipping of God, as 
chriſtians moſt undoubtedly ought to be: as theſe ſervants have alſo many hours. 
of leiſure, and much expoſed to company in great families, and in theſe hours. 
evil defires have moſt eaſy acceſs to the heart :—therefore, it ſhall be the conſtant 
maxim of this charity, that every other method of procuring a comfortable ſupport. 
for thoſe who have approved themſe Ives worthy, "under this inſtitution, ſhall be pre- 
ferred to that of ſending them to ſervice, : 'This however is left, in ſome meaſure, 
to the choice of theſe women, eſpecially when the Committee is ſatisfied of the 
ſobriety of the family into which they are going, for this will make a great difference. 
As the governors cannot reſtrain them, after they have left the houſe, ſo they mean 
to recommend the ſafeſt and beſt way of life, before they leave it. 


8. IF when there ſhal) be no further reaſon for detention, or when actually diff 
charged, the party ſhall complain of being unable to find employment abroad in 
the world, this-will OY n an improvement of this plan. In this caſe they 

ſhall 


obtained by ſuch premiums, given: to. the virtuous, Fg} with a view to prevent the propagation of 
miſery and bad example, are too obvious to need any farther illuſtration ; for, if thole, who have 
been a nuſance, become uſeful members to ſociety) and they receive the rewards of virtue as they 
do now of vice, the ends of true policy and true charity will be anſwered in the higheſt, and in the moſt: 
freper manner, and the fate will be doubly repaid the charge. 

* Is confidering the great plan of this inſtitution, to keep any perſon in the hank who can be pro-- 
vided for, would only burden the Charity, and exclude the nece//itous ; as the receiving thoſe a ſecond! 
tune who have returned to their ſhame, would be making it a retreat for iniquity. 


Tie” Si 


fhall have materials to work with, at their own lodgings :; and this — 
Vill take their work at a certain price, ſo that the induſtrious, who have been the 
objects of the Charity, may not afterwards be expoſed to temptations through 


nn. n 
Illi mn 


| XXXV. CoNncLUusIoN. 

I cannor conclude theſe remarks more properly than by the relation of an in- 
cident which happened, within a very ſhort time, to a worthy and i ingenious gentle- 
man of my acquaintance, whoſe probity would not be called i in queſtion, even if the 
ſtory were as ſtrange as it is probable. The circumſtance ſtruck him the more 
from his great humanity, and the deſign of the intended Magdalen Charity. 
00 „I v. was walking,” ſays he, e the other night along the Strand, when two girls, of 
4 ſixteen or eighteen years old, Juſt before one, were diſcourſing. One of them 
” „ ſaid, eli what do you think &* bave a meſſage from - — in—dt efiring me to 
60 return bone, and promi ng that be will receive a4. but I 4 not intend. to go to 
« « bim.” The other replied, , 10 Wiy have you 42 —— ? For God's ſake. confider 
* * what you are. about. Return to bim, and beg bis pardon on your. knees l. I am 
10 bandſomer than you are. 1 bave much better cloatbs ; but I ſee nothing before my 
« eyes, but that I muſt die ſcon in the Lock-Heſpital, 1 would ſubmit to live on 11 
6 ® ond water, if I know, any body who weuld receive me.) Grog at 2A. 


Tus is the genuine ſtate of the caſe of the few who think at all. How | 
many may: be taught to think, when thinking will relieve them, with. reſpect 
to this: world, as well as the other, a little time will diſcover. With regard to 
the merey which is now offered to them, as it were by an immediate mandate frou 
above, let us ſee if there are not a few who will accept of it, and become the true 
objefts of the care of heaven; objects ts whom that God, who would not that any 
one ſhould periſo, has promiſed to protect, and whoſe will it is. our immortal bappir 
meſs to obey! ? | | 
® Catia ve her N08 her name, and mentioning _ cirvamiances, which may te as well omitted 
8 | 


